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Late Paſtor of a Church in Greton, ConneAicut, now Preacher of the ms ; 
Goſpel in Beſlen. | f 

John 20. 28, 29. Be not Faithleſs, but believing And Thomas | | 
anſwered, and ſaid unto him, MY LORD, and MY GOD. FESU® ſaith ; 


unto him. Thou haſt believed. 
Acts 15. 11. We believe that through the Grace of our Loxp Jes sus Henker 
WE Las be — 
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only believed this in general, and been fully perſuaded that CHRIST 
« 1s the Saviour of the World, unleſs they had alſo believed in particular, that 
he was heir Saviour: For thus much many Reprobates, and even the 
«« Devils themſelves have been perſuaded of. — The Faith of GOD's Elect 
% js more 13 than ſo: it enableth every faithful N to apply CRI 
*« to himſelf, and to rely upon him, to truſt and put hit ce upon him 
*« for his own Salvation: It wakes him ſay, To US a is born, and 
to us a Son is given: My LORD, and my GOD ; He loved me, and 
„gave himſelf for me— Under theſe general Words their particular 74% 


5 


he is the Saviour of the World, therefore our Saviour.“ Hilderſham. 


« See the Danger of that legal DoQtine that obſtructs this particular Ap- 
s plication of Faith, by bringing in fo many Terms and Conditions as ne- 
ceſſary in Order to be the Ground of Faith's Perſwaſion, making either 


«« Ground of Confidence with Reference to the Love of CHRISTH; thus lead- 
ing People into themſelves for a Foundation of Faith: Hence few or none 
can by their Doctrine, ſee any Ground to apply the Love of Cur1sT 10 
*« themſelves, becauſe they cannot ſee any Ground in themſelves, where in- 
«« deed they ought not to ſeek it, yet that legal Spirit is tod natural to Man- 
kind, and had little Need to be farthered by legal Preaching... | 
Faith is a Knowledge of GOD's Kindneſs towards US, and an A ured 
% Perſuaſion of the Truth thereof. my Catvin's Inſtitut, 261. 


Again, Calvin ſaith, „There be many who fo conceive of the Mercy of. 


| n * , pinched. with a miſerable Carefulneſs, while they debt whether he will be 
3 - * merciful to hem orno—- But faich he, there is 4 far other Feeling of Cu, 


% Afpreduefe, which in the Scriptures, is ALWAYS, ASSIGNED UN TO 
« FAITH,” © e ts, AE - 2 Vf 


1 He ſaith alſo—* There is none truly faithful, but he that bein perſyaded, 


« with a ſound Aſſuredneſs, that GOD is his, merciful and loving Father, 
rift of GOD's Goodneſs, and 


4 5 « doth promiſe himſelf all Things upon T. 


none but he that truſting upon the Promiſes of GON's Goodwill to- 


| | | *" wards him conceiveth an UNDovBTED looking for of Salvation. ibid. 
_ « The Apprchenſion of Faith, ( faith Mr. Perkins) is not performed by 
„ any Affection of the Will, but by a certain and particular Perſwaſion, 
- << whereby the Man is reſolved that the Promiſes of Salvation belong to Him, 


©, whicyPerſwaſion- is wrought in the: Mind by the HoLy GrosT, 1 Cor. 


* 2.12, And by this the Promiſe which is general, is applied particularly 


© to - | | | ** al 
— 7 S öne Action, I. e. 8 ſaving 1 differeth from FR 


« other Kinds of Faith. From Hiſtorical, for it wanteth all APPREHEN- 
„ SION, and ſtandeth only. in a Gera Aſſent. From Temporary Faith, 


* which though it make-a Man to profeſs the Goſpel, and to rejoice in it, 
1 « yet doth it not throughly apply Chir with his Benefits. 124. 
* It would furniſh Matter for a fmull Book, only to tranſcribe what theſe 
two eminent Proteſtants have written in Favour of a particular and efared Faith, 


His had not been 4 juſtifying Faith or Tuch as would have ſaved _ 
1 (chem (i. e. the Samaritans ſpoken of, Joh. 4. 42.) if they had 


ing Faith was implied; as if they ſhould have faid, We know indeed, 


« ſome Work done by People, or ſome Work wrought in them to be the 


Erſe. Serm. Gal. 2. 20. Pag. 73, 74. 


« GOD, that they take little Comfort thereof, for they be even therewnthal = 


* 
* 1 


8 88 e 
The ” R ZE F £8 
OMETHING more than a Twelvemonth ago, I publiſhed a little Trea- 

8 tile, with this Title, hat is CHRIST to me, if he is not mine? Or, 
A Seaſonable Defence of the Old Prateſtant Doctrine of Juſtifying 
Faith: With a particular Anſwer to Mr. Giles Firmin's Eight Argu- 

ments to the contrary. The great End and Deſign of my writing and 

rinting upon that Subject, was that I might in that Way, exalt the Loxp 

Ton CHRIST, who is exalted above all Bleſſing and Praiſe, by *:/tifying the 

Goſpel of the free Grace of GOD. For it hath been, and till is a clear 

Ca'e with me, that Miniſters preaching up that General Faith, which I 

there implead, is in Effect, a putting CayRrisT out of his Office, and turning 

the Goſpel into Law, driving poor Sinners from CuRisT, and caufing many 
that have the Root of the Matter in them, to go mourning without the 

Sun, ſeeking that Comfort from the Law, which is only to be found in 

him who is the End of the Lato for Righteouſneſs. For which Reaſons, I 

believe I ſhall ſee it my Duty to pray, and preach, and (it may be) print 

againſt it too, all the Days of my Life. Fg 

However, though I never {aw any real Difficulty in anſwering Mr. 
Williams, I did not conclude to do it immediately: Nay, it was my Heart, 
Deſire and Prayer to GOD, that however agreeable it might be to my In- 
clination, I might be kept from the Deſign, unleſs it were for his Glory. 
But now, after much Deliberation, it is moſt evident to me, that all Things 
confidered, I ought not to Jet his Book paſs unanſwered. 

And here, in the firſt Place, I can't but take Notice (as many others have 
done, who have no great Kindneſs for me) of the uncommon Severity and 
Bitterneſs with which he treats me, almoſt throughout his whole Compolure. 
Commiſſary Garden himſelf, dealt gently with me in Compariſon with Mr. 
Williams : Nay, I don't think there is ſo much Wormword and Gall in all 
the Pieces that ever were written againſt me, as there is in is Pamphlet. 
And yet he is the only Man of all my Antagoniſts, that ever declar'd it to 
be his /ncere Aim, in his Writings, ot to expoſe me.* What ſhall I think 
of this Declaration? Should I not have fared full as well if he had never 


had ſuch a good Aim? After all that can be aid, It muſt be owned that 


his tender Mercies are Cruelties, I freely own ic was very irkſome to the 
Fleſh, a very Sitter Pill indeed, to be repreſented in ſuch an hideous Manner 
to the Publick, not only as long as I live, but after Lam dead too; as 
long as his Book lives. But bleſſed be GOD, this bitter Pill hath been for 
the Health of my Soul: His Book hath been to me one of the moſt profitable 
Books I ever read. Nay, I ſpeak the Truth, my Conſcience bearin 

we Witneſs, that ſo far as regards my ſelf only, I had rather that Sitter Book 
had been written againſt me, than that a Book had been written in my Fa- 
vour, atteſted by all the eminent Divines in the Land. After ſo much high 
Praiſe and Commendation, I ſhould have been unfit for preaching the 
glorious Goſpel of FESUS CHRIST (the Preaching of which He knows is 
the main End I have in living) without a great Deal of tearing, rending 


* Page 24. | 
8 Work 
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Work in my Soul: Whereas the who/e/ome Severities of this little Book, have 
all fallen out to the Furtherance of the Goſpel. For, by driving me from 
the Creature, he hath drove me unto GOD, unto GOD my exceeding Joy: 
By making me deſpair of a Reputation in the World, he hath mage me con- 
tented with the Honour which comes from GOD only: And when it is thus 
with me, then, and only then, is my Heart tuned to preach the wnſearchab/e 
Riches of CHRIST. ET | | 

And I verily believe, as much as J believe there is a GOD in Heaven 
that all the Attempts of all Sorts of Men to pall me down, will only be a 
Means of my ſtanding the /ironger in the LORD, and in the Power of | his 
Might: That the more Pains they take to diſhearten me from Preaciing, the 
more Heart I ſhall have to preach. ET 

% Much Kindneſs they to me impart, 
« With little Kinaneſs in their Heart. 


O would to GOD I could do them as much Good as they do me; tho' 
not the ſame Way | - | 
As for Mr. Villiams, I freely forgive him, and pity him too: For 1 
know too well what it is to feel as he felt, when he wro.e his little Book, 
I weuld alſo excuſe him a little by taking a little of the Blame upon my- 
ſelf : *Tis probable he catch'd ſomewhat of the Warmth of his Spirit from 
me (for I confeſs to GOD and Man, that there is too much Heat apparent 
in almoſt all my Writings.)—— There is one Thing more, which I believe 
irritated him a little: I believe he was ſenſible, he had not ſo defended 
His Cauſe ; but that he lay very much expos'd to my Mercy : He thought 
1 would give him very hard Blows ; and the feeling of theſe beforehand, 
help'd to keep up his — throughout his whole Performance. I 
hope GOD will give me to love him all the Time I am writing againſt 
him : And then all the Blows I give him will be Blows of Love. 
Neither he, nor any one elſe ſhould take it amiſs, nor call it Railing, 44 1 
do now and then ſhew him wherein he reſembles the Papiſts: The Argu- 
ment neceſſarily leads to this: Beſides, he hath thrown the Pope at me: 
J ſhall therefoie throw him back again where he belongs. But to come 
to the Matter in Hand, — The Work that Mr. Williams hath cut out for 


* 


me in his Preface, is to ſhew that the Faith of Proteſtants is a particular 


Faith right ſtated; that I am no Antinomian, though I hold the ſame par- 


ticular Faith that the Proteftants did : And then laſtly to clear my ſelf from 


his Charge of my being a Promoter of Separations in my publick Defence 
of it. 1 Accordingly | | 5 

I, I am to ſhew that the Proteſtant Faith is a particular Faith, rightly flated, 
i. e. that when a Man believes ſavingly, he believes the Love and Kinaneſs of 
GOD towards Sinners in general, with particular Application to himſelf, and 
in Proportion to the Strength of his Faith, believes the Love and Kindneſs of 
GOD in Cur15sT towards him. This is the Idea of a particular Faith, re- 
preſented over and over in my Book : But if it be poſſible to make the Mat- 
ter ſtill more clear, I will give my Mind in the Words of Mr. Beſon and 


+ N. B. I had nothing to do with Mr. Firmin, till I came to the laſt 
Part of my Book: Nor, do I intend to have any Thing to do with 
him zoo, till I come to that Place. Mr. William's huddling together 

ſo many Quotations from him, and repreſenting as if I was dealing with 
him in the Beginning, is only caſting ſuch a Cloud over the Matter in 

_ _ - Diſpute, that tis almoſt impoſſible to ſee through it. | _ | 


PREFACE, _— 


Mr. Ralph Erftine two learned and godly Divines of the Church of Scotland, 

Mr. Beſſon being dead, yet ſpeaketh in theſe Words: ** You muſt rely 
% wholly on him as your Saviour, and his Rizhteouſneſs as made over to yor, 
„and that for his whole Salvation to 5% in particular, upon the Ground of 
« GOD"s Faithfulneſs in his Word. 

Mr. Erfeine ſpeaking of the Excellency and ax propriating Quality of Faith; 
Saith, ** It takes hold of CuhRIST in his Love ot CHRIST, and the Proof of 
„ his Love as manifeſied in the Word, and faith, O there is a Love Letter 
« from Heaven, the Goſpel of CuRIST, bearing an Account of his Love; 
« and I ſee the Letter is backed and indorſed for me, a guilty Sinner, Me 
« the chief of Sinners ; and this Letter bears a Command to me to receive 
« this Love to ny ſelſ, and that I believe this Love, and the Proof of this 
« Love; with particular Application to my /e/f : And therefore even ſo 1 
% take * and truſt in his Word, that he loved me, and gave himſelf for 
* | 

Theſe two Divines, and all that hold this particular Faith, maintain that 
at the very Time, that a Perſon believes the Love of GOD in CHRIST 
with particular Application, he doth give himſelf to GOD in CurisT : Tho' 
we don't look upon this Se/f Dedication to be Faith, but an inſeparable Fruit 
and Effect of it. In order to ſhew that his particular Faith, is the Faith of Pro- 
teſtants, I gave Mr. Perkins's Definition ot the Proteſtant Faith in theſe Words. 
— — * *Tis not, ſaith he, only a general Belief of the Articles of Faith, 
« that CHRIST was dead and roſe again for them that believe, but it is an 
« aſſured, ſtedfaſt Confidence, whereby every Man doth particularly apply 


« to himſelf the general Promiſes of GOD for the Hope of the Remiſſion ; 


« of his Sins in CHR15T, that CHRIST died, roſe again, and did all the reſt 
& for him.” | 

I mentioned alſo the Definition of Faith, given in the Palatine Catechiſm, 
which is famous in moſt of the reformed Churches, viz. © "Tis not only a 
„ Knowledge by which I do ſtedfaſtly aflent to all Things which GOD 
« hath revealed in his Word, but alſo an afjured 4france kindled in my 
« Heart by the HoLy Ghost, by which I reſt upon GOD, making ſure 
« Account that Forgiveneſs of Sins, everlaſting Righteouſneſs and Lite is be- 
„ ſtowed not only upon others, but upon me, and that freely by the Mercy 
«© of GOD, for the Merit and Deſert of CarisT alone. As. 

T mention'd alſo the Definition of juſtifying Faith given by the Church of 
Holland, viz. © "Tis a ſure Knowledge of GOD and his Promiſes revealed 
« to us in the Goſpel, and an hearty Confidence that all my Sins are for- 
given me.” 

Calvin's Definition of Faith was alſo given as what ſhould have great 
Weight with Calviniſts «© We ſhall (ſaith Calvin) have a perfect Defini- 
* tion of Faith, if we lay it is a /edfa/? and aſſured Knowledge of GOD's 
„ Kindneſs towards US, which being grounded upon the Truth of the Pro- 
«« miſe in CHRIST, is both revealed to our Minds, and ſealed in our Hearts 
„ by the HoLy Gnosr. T | 

I might alſo have brought Quotations from Luther and the other Refor- 
mers, Without Number: For, as Mr. Boſfon ſaith, this 'T ruſt and Con- 
« fidence, is what our Reformers called AssURANCE, and defined Faith by.” 

J intended alſo (but forgot) to mention the Definition of Faith, which 
thoſe eminent Prote/lants who compoſed our Catechiſm, have given us, viz. 


: | Sermon on Gal, 2. 20. * Dr. Willet's Synopſis Papiſmi, Pag. 976. 
4 Calvins Catechiſm, It 7s "—_ 


— —— — NR 
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« That "tis a ſaving Grace, whereby we receive and reſt upon Cnaisr for 
Salvation, as he is offered to US in the Goſpel. For, if I receive and 
reſt upon Cnalsr for Salvation, as offered to ME, I receive and reſt upon 
him as MY Saviour, Accordingly, Mr. Er:kine and Mr. Bofton ſometimes 
chooſe to expreſs this particular Faith in the very Words of our 
Caterhiſm. . 
After Mr. Baſton bad ſaid the beforecited Words, viz. © You muſt reſt 
* wholly on him as your Saviour, and his Righteouſneſs as made over to 
« you ; he faith, this according to tne Scriptures, is a Believer's receiving 
« and reſting upon Curi5T for Salvation as offer'd ta him in the Goſpel ; ac- 
« cording as ſaving Faith is defined in our Catechiſm. | 
Again: Thoſe Divines who compoſed our Catechiſm, do moſt undenia- 
bly ſet forth a particular Faith, by laying that the SPIRIT applieth to ws the 
Redemption purchaſed by CaRr1sT, by working Faith in us — According to 
the Generali/t;, when the SPIRIT works Faith in a Perſon, he hath they no 
5 > more particular Application of the Redemption purchaſed by CyarsT than 
he had before Faith: They ſay there is no Application in Faith; that 
Application comes after Faith, by reflecting upon a Work of Grace and the 
Fruits of Faith : So that no Man can hold a general Faith, and hold to his 
Catechiſin too at the ſame Time: Tyhe/e two are contrary :' If he holds to 
the one, he mult deſpiſe and forſake the other. | | 
And for further Confirmation, That the Faith of Proteſtants is -a particular 
Faith, I ſhewed that the Papiſts reproach'd the Proteſtants for holding this 
Faith, and gloried in their Oppoſition to it. | Res | 
It was ſhewed, that that Maſter Papiſt Bellarmine declared that „ it is 
© not the Property of Faith to apply to every Believer the Promiſes of GOD 
» in ChRISsT : (This Be/larmine eſteem'd to be Preſumption : And if Mr. 
Williams did not agree intirely with Bellarmine in this Point, || he would agree . 
intirely with me.) ; 5 2 
It was ſhewed that the Rhemiſts (a Number of Zeſuits who were the Au- 
thors of the Rhemiſ? Tranſlation of the Re declared, That 
the Apolties never knew that FORGED SPECIAL Faith of the Proteſ- 
« fants whereby every one believes that their Sins are remitted, and that 
« themſelves ſhall be ſaved.- And that the Council of Trext aſſerted that 
«« juſtifying Faith is not that ASSURED Belief and Confidence'of the Heart 
« whereby we are perſwaded that our Sins are forgiven in CurIsT, and 
© that they thunder'd out their Curſes againſt the Proteſtants, (and ſometimes 
« burnt them) for holding this Faith. 1 I 3 
To all this, let me add only the Words of Dr. Piſbop a Popiſſt Prieſt — 
He faith, That a particular and aſſured Faith is the Foundation of the 
« Proteſtant Religion. |— And elſewhere, that they Catholicks affirm it to 
« be the heinous Sin of Preſumption, which is a Sin againſt the Horx 
« GRosT, not pardonable in this Life, nor in the World to come. 
Upon the whole, tis as eaſy to prove that this particular Faith as 1 have 


Any conſiderate Perſon may ſee that I Charg'd: the Generaliſtt only with 
agreeing with the Papiſts in this one Point; and therefore that Mr. 
Williams's taking ſo much Pains in his Preface as well as elſewhere to 

prove that they are more orthodox than the Papiſis in other Points, is 

nothing to the Purpoſe. 4 . 

That old Proteſtant thought the Denial of this Faith the Foundation of 

Popery, when he ſaid; Ex hoc nico Artituloguuntumwis minuto a ple- 
ri/que reputari queat, Univerſus papatus depend Fifngrenius. 


Not 


iii 2 


new hated it, as well as heretofore, is the Faith of Proteſtants, and that once 
none but Pupiſts uſed to deny it, as it is to prove that there was ever ſuch 
, « Man as Oliver Cromwe!! Protector of England A Man muſt be ignorant, 

8 of Church Hiſtory, not to know all this. 

Well, what hath Mr. Williams to ſay to theſe Things? For my Part, I 
wonder he could perſuade himſelf, or be perſuaded by others to ſay any 
'Thing— It being ſo elear a Caſe, that I hold Faith exactly as Calvin, and 
the Proteftants did; tis ſtrange that « 1 Proteſtant and Calviniſt ſhould 
have any Heart for the Engagement. owever, no Doubt, he was comforted 
with the Tho'ts of having ſo many Clergymen on his Side: 


Multa Miniftrotum veniet manus auxilio que fit nibi —— 


He might think that the Generality of the Clergy, would at leaſt int at 
it, if he ſhould miſs it a little in his Proteſtantiſm and Calviniſm. 


Nimirum Hereticus paucis videatur eo gqued 
Maxima pars cleri Morbo jactatur eodem. 


But what doth he ſay to theſe Things? Why, he pleads guilty ; he owns 
that Luther, Calvin and the other Reformers did maintain that Faith which I 
diſpute for. However, theſe being very humbling Conſeſſions, he, for the moſt 
Part wraps them up in Darkneſs— like the Miniſter Who having promiſed 
Dr. Mather, that he would pablicbly own his abuſing him—When the Time 
came; ſaith he to his Hearers, you may remember I afferted ſuch a Thing 
of Dr. Mather; Quad fuit Mendacium horribile ; and fo confeſs'd his Fault 
in Latin to his Engliſb Hearers ——— No Fox ever uſed more craft than is 
to be ſeen in this Management. © I freely own, faith he, (Pag. 13.) that 
« Luther and Calvin included Fiducia (i. e. Aſſurance) and did not diitinguiſh 
in many of their Expreſſions.“ Never was a greater Blind than this 
Did they — away A//arance from Faith in any of their Expreſſions ? 
As was ſaid before; Calvin faith, * Aſſurance is always in the Scriptures af- 
« ſigned unto Faith: I ſuppoſe I could bring a Thouſand plain Afſertions 
from him, and Luther, &c. that there is always ſome Aſſurance in Faith. 
Mr. Williams can”: bring one to the contrary : All his Strength mult lie in 
ſome ambiguous Expreſſion, that may ſeem capable of being explain'd either 
Way. He could juſt as eaſily prove that Luther, Calvin and the other Re- 
formers did not hold Juſtificetion 4) Faith, as he can prove that they did 
not put Aſſurance into their Definition of Faith. And if an Arminian 
| ſhould inſinuate that theſe Chriſtian Heroes were of his Mind, and held Juſ- 
tification by Works, becauſe of here and there an ambiguous Expreſſion ; his 
Conduct would be exactly like the Conduct of Mr. Williams. However, I 
will ſay this for him, he is leſs upon the Reſerve in ſome other Paſſages 
Nay, in the very next Page, he hath utter'd that which 24 paſs for a Con- 
feſſion. For, he owns it to be true, That the Divines who came after 
Luther and the other Reformers, found out that they had not rightly de- 
« fined Faith by putting-ſu#ance. into the Nature or it. | 

But what Proteſtant Divines were theſe ? He means thoſe Proteſtant Di 
vines that have written ſince Men left off being Proteſtants. This puts me 

in Mind of an Arminian Miniſter, who would fain perſwade me that the 
 Amminian Doctrines were Proteſtant Doctrines, ſince the greater Parts of Pro- 
teſtant Divines held them. Since Men left off being thorough Proteſtants, 
the Arminian Doctrines became Proteſtunt Doctrines: And in the ame 


IL ay 
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Way, a General Faith came to be the Protefant Faith, Indeed Archbiſhop 
Laud, and the Proteſtant Divines of his Kidney, found out that Luther, and 
others were in the Wrong in putting A/xrence into the Nature of Faith 
And aſſerted that this“ Aſſurance was Preſumption and the Fiction of « 
4% crazy Brain. ||' But they were charg'd roundly with Popery for. being 
Such Prot:flants. | ft: _ 7 
Well, Mr. Villiams having owned that Luther, Calvin and others 
held that Faith 1 diſpute for, and that they err'd in putting A/urance. into 
the Nature of it; he doth gertually own that the Papiſis were in the Right 
in denying ir. Either the Proteſtants were quite right, or quite wrong in 
putting Aſſurance into the Nature of Faith: (Notwithſtanding his moſt in- 
judicious Remark to the contrary) and if the Proteſtants were in the Wrong 
in aſſerting this, the Papiſis were in the Right in denying it. Nay he ſaith 
the Council of Trent uttered the plain Truth in condemning this Proteſtant 
Faith. (P. 15.)——— He muſt therefore by Conſequence juſtify the Pa- 
piſts in their oppoſing and condemning the Reformer. for preaching this Doc- 
trine. He muſt own that thoſe who dy'd for it (for as a very learned and 
godly Divine obſerves, © It was ſcaled with the Blood of Proteſtants in 
« Popiſh Flames :) died as Fools die. Laſtly, He nuſt own, to be /e/f- 
conſiſtent, that the great Work of Reformation two Hundred Years ago, was 
a great Work of Delufion. The People had only a particular Faith preached 
to them, (all the Miniſters who were not Papiſts preach'd it:) they tho't 
they were converted; they ſaw CHRIST to be the End of the Law for 
Righteouſneſs to them; they ſaid, My LORD, and ny GOD ; and rejoiced 
(as they thought) with Foy unſpeakable, and full of Glory. The Miniſters 
alſo thought the Arm of the LORD was revealed by them; they rejoiced in 
having ſo many Seals of their Miniſtry. But, if the Faith 


| = was falſe Faith; if never one Soul was converted by the 


reaching of it ſince the World ſtood. ( Page 14.) If Miniſters and 
People were ſo dreadfully deluded, and going to Hell, when 
thought they were going to Heaven. (For according to Mr. Williams 


all go to Hell who have only this Faith, Pag. 16.) Then the great 


Work of Reformation was in Subſtance, a moſt melancholly Scene of Delu- 
ſion. For my Part, did I think as Mr. Williams doth, I ſhould have but 
little better Thoughts of the Reformation, than the Papiſts themſelves have. 
Nay, had Mr. Williams liv'd then, and talk'd as he doth now, the Papiſts 
muſt needs have had great Expectations from him. 8 

Thus have I, very largely (it being a Point of great Importance) made 
out that a particular Faith rightly fated, is indeed and in Truth the Faith of 
Proteſtants ; and withal, that none can deny it, without verging towards the 


Papiſts. * © A 
I come now to the 22 | 
2. Thing; which was to ſhew that I am not chargeable with Antinomi- 
aniſm in holding this Faith. If to hold this, is to be an Antinomian; Lu- 
ther, Calvin and all the Reformers from Popery were Antinomians too. In- 
deed Mr. Williams calls them Aztinomians. He ſaith, © That never did any 
«© Man preach the Doctrine that 1 maintain (i. e. that juſtifying Faith is the 
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c  yeceives Forgiveneſs. 
e between this Faith, and that of the Antinimians, than there is between 


this Matter I 
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Faith of /pecial! Mercy) but he was an Antinomian, and deſerved to be hon- 
« our'd with the Name, if it be an Honour to have it. (P. 17.) Well, 
he owns they were in the Wrong in maintaining this and that the Di- 
% vines who came after them found out that they were in the Wrong: So 
that Mr. Williams doth undeniably eall Luther and Calvin and the other 
Reformers Antinomians., The Word Antinomian ſeems to be a Weapon in 
his Hand: And he /ays about with it ſo inconſiderately, that he doth not 
ſeem to fee. whom he ſtrikes. One can't therefore pity him very much for 
the great Blow-he hath given himſelf with it: For he hath owned himſelf 
to be an Antinomian for A Luther and Calvin Antinomians. He hath 
given it as his Mind, that none but Antinomians call Luther and Calvin Anti- 
nomians. (P. 16. Line 34.) If Ye hath called them ſo, he is an Antinomian 
himſelt: but he hath called them ſo, as I have juſt proved: So that out of 
his own Mouth, he muſt be condemned for an Antinomian. That the 
Charge of Antinomianiſm againſt me (and conſequently againſt Luther and 
Calvin) is groundleſs, may appear to any conſiderate Perſon from the eſſential 
Differences which I noted between that particular Faith I diſpute for, and the 


Faith of Antinomians. 


In the firſi Place, I ſhewed an eſſential Difference in this ReſpeR, viz. that 
« the Antinomian Faith is a Man's believing that he hath been forgiven, and 
« was actually in a State of Favour with GOD before Faith: Whereas I 
hold in the Words of the learned Wendeline (who defends the ſame Cauſe 
againſt the Papi/?s) that a Man believes he ſhall have Forgiveneſs of Sin: 
«In the very Act of Juſtification, he believes his Sins are forgiven, and % 

| Mr. Williams faith * there is no more Difference 


« four Pence and a Groat.” And I grant that if there is no more Differ- 
ence between the Time preſent, and the Time paſt, than there is between four 
Pence and a Groat ; then this Remark is worth a Groat;; Other wile it is not 


worth ane Farthing. | 


| : Beſides; I attempted to ſhew another effential Difference between the Doc- 
trine of Faith which I maintain, and that of the Antjnomiant: Inaſmuch as I 
« hold a Work of Convition before Faith, and a Work of San#ification after 


Faith. 


For my Part, I have both heard and read of Antinomiant who hold that 


2 Man may believe in the Merex ef GOD through CuRIsT, without having 


ever been pricked at the Het for hie . Sins: And that when they have 
had fuch a Faith, though they live Vear ter Year in groſs ande us 
Sins, their Chriſtianity muſ{-not be ſuſpected = And 't the Faith of theſe 
Men that I directly oppoſe; The Faith that I preach is eſſentially different 
from theirs, inaſmuch as it is always preceeded with a pricking at the Heart, 
and followed with an holy Heart and Life. 
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o hold a Lato. Work previous to x Diſcovery of 
that an holy Heart and Life are conſequent upon it: If there 
ers (as Mr. Williams is confident there are) Iown that in 
| not eſſentially difter from them. Neither doth Mr. Villi- 
ams: In 245 21725, he and I both agree with them. Wherefore then doth 
he yet find Fa — But he is dreadfully afraid I don't hold the Law to be 
«Rule. of Life anſwer this is Searing where no Fear is, I has, al ways 
* — — . og STIL \- owe wa u8 ec re 
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N the contrary to this in my Preachivg . and in what I have 


rinfed. \ » I | 
5 But as, 9c bl and others, (if this will comfort them) I now declare 
that they 0 love CRHRISH ſhou 3. el Commandments ; that Believers are 
not without Law, but under the Law \Y CttkasrT ; that though CnRIST is the 
End of the, Law for Righteouſneſs, yet the mogal Law, AS IT IS THE 
LAW OF CHRIST is a Rule of Life; | Ifid that we ovght to be as ex- 
act in our Obedience to it, as it we expected to be ſaved by our Obedience. 
Nor will I conceal that 1 hold the genuine Motive to thts *Obedience to 
be Love; ind that hereby Believers are conſtrained to cleanſe themſelves 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and to perfect Holineſs in the Fear 
of GOD. Mr. Williams plainly hints as if this was dangerous Divinity : 
But it was the Divinity of Luther, Calvin, and all the Proteſtants (as well as 
the Divinity of the Apoſtle Paul): Nay the evangelical Dr. Preſton faith, 
« That there is juſt to much Sincerity in our Obedience as there is Love — 
985 And again, That they are Papiſts who would have Believers live good Lives 


* 1 


© through Fear of Hell.“ 


. T'am now.in the - 
3. And laſt Place, To ſay ſomething to Mr. William's charging me with 


being a Promoter of Separations,* 
| | | I have 


 Þ Nay, I have ſuffer d already, and it may be fall ſuffer as long as I live, 
or preaching up an exaft Conformity to the Law.— For, befides Liars, 
Diruntatdi, Swearers, &c. beſides very ſober Livers who have gotten much 

Religion, % no ChRisT in it : I jay, beſides all theſe who will not 


(continuing ſuch) bear the faithful Preaching of the Goſpel ; there is an- 
other Sort, who, have gotten rohat Calvin calls an Infernal Spirituality; 
Theſe think it legal for Miniſters to rebuke the Children of "GOD for k 
their Sins, and to preach up holy Duties to them. — But through Heß ob” 
Tained Hen GOD, I continue to this Day, witneſſing both ta ſmall and 
© Wh. 22 + eligion aire#tly contrary to the Religion of theſe Men. 
* | To this Phrpaſe ſaith Zanchy—Dicimus Legem, quatenus fuit in Manu 
Mofis, abrogatam jam eſſe per CurI5TUM fidelibus : Sed quatenus jam 
eſt in manu Cxz1sT1, confirmatam eſſe et Conſtabilitam. . 
Same may think, my preaching to the New Society in Boſton, to be 
Sark of promoting Sepatations. OO 1 
Bui to this 1 reply, T 2 ets eh be not properly a Separttion, 
ul 4 aiftint Church and Cong lidl jorned Nęetber for their Edification * 
2 Rane great Reaſons i ir chilſing id be 7 themſelves, was,” That 
® © they might 22 own and profeſs the preſent Reformation,” by having 14 
24 Pulpit always 6] 7 PF thoſ# whim they lot upon to be the zealous Mi- 
niſters of Jesus'CukisT, when other Pulpitt are ſhut againſt them,'— 
They ſay moreover, That they did earneſtly apply to their reſpective Mini 
ters, to have their Deſires of witharawing, mani feſted to their Churches, 
Mering to give them the "Reafins of their Un But after repeated 
Adireſſes, they were abſolutely refuſed an Hearing. "Oh bar Sint? the W- 
_. roere not treated as Church Members, and Invwing that Er Fight of private 


: Tudgment belonged to them, they proceeded to embody inta Gbirel St te, 
75 nm: bat tht Crime 


even 90 they cauli nat obtain a regular Diſtt, 
at 7 Diforderly Walking, dorſß not lie at their Door.— 
Dat becauſe ſane godly People of their Churches, Jem u 


"at thei” : 
Conducts 
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J have indeed, owned that © to be againſt 4% Separgtions, would be to be 
« againſt a// Reformations : But then I have alſo Gels, od do ng de- 
clare, that a /eparating Spirit is an antichriftitn Spirit: The Perſans who are 
the Subjects of it, have uch Zeal, and - little Mortification ; they are not wil- 
ling to leparate Yom themſelves ; and this makes them over-ready to ſeparate 
from others. "This I take to be the Caſe of all thoſe, whoſoever they 
be, who ſeparate from = profeſſed Brethren, meerly becauſe they can't, 
by their S/rit of "Diſcerning find any Grace in their Hearts. | 
But Mr. Williams lays great Streſs upon my ſaying, © That I make no 
© Doubt but the Colleges pour forth Swarms of young Men, who have 
« jpent their Days in diverſe Luſts and Pleaſures :. and that after a Life 
« ſpent in Pleaſure, Pomp and Worldlimindedneſs, they go down to the 
Dead, and to the Damned, and their People with them.” And alſo, that 
« a Plenty of theſe may be found in Town and Country.” Theſe he takes 
to be ſeparating Strokes againſt the Miniſters, and withal, a Reflection upon 
the Colleges. But, to this I reply, That though I meant no Reflection upon 
the Government of the Colleges, nor to inſinuate as if holy and Karned 4 
Men were not educated there, (the Lorp increaſe the Number of ſuch ) 
yet I am ſtill of the ſame Mind, that Multitudes come from thence, who 
have never heard, nor learned of the Father, and therefore are unfit to take the 
Care of the Souls of others, having never taken Care of their own. Nay, I 
can't make any Doubt, but that there are Thouſands and "Thouſands of People 
in the Land, who go to Hell the more merrily becauſe ſuch Miniſters as 
theſe, comfort them with the Thoughts of their going to Heaven, Nor, 
can there be any Harm in warning againſt ſuch Miniſters as thele ; 'The 
Danger lies in People's having an high Eſteem of them: There being no- 
thing more pernicious and deſtructive to the Souls of Men, than that Opinion 
which generally prevailed once, and ſeems to prevail again, viz. That Men 
h wear black Coats and Bands are the true Miniſters of Tesus CHRIST. 
For, while this vulgar Error 1s retained, People will judge, that they being 
juſt ſuch Perſons as their Miniſters are, no more haughty, worldly and ſenſual, 
than theſe Embaſſadors from Heaven are; I ſay, they can't help thinking 
they are going to Heaven along with them. "Tis 2 to make one's 
Heart bleed to think how many poor Souls are going to Hell this Way, i. e. 
becauſe they ſee they live juſt as their Miniſters do, and take it for granted 
that cheir Miniſters are good Men, and going to Heaven. — And be- 
ſides ; when they have ſuch a blind Eſteem for them meerly becauſe they 
are Miniſters, they will eaſily be perſuaded by them that all Religion that 
goes beyond Morality and Fqrmality i ſion ; that fee/ing the Spirit, and 


knowing certainly, that we haye the Love f Ob in us, is a d Veg 
ligion which they ought to he upon their Guard, againſt,,—"GOD of bis in- 
finite Mercy cauſe poor People to ſeparate from. t els Men, who are 3! ind 


Leaders of the Blind, before they fall into the Pit with them ! 
I know 'tis diſpleaſing to many, and perhaps to ſome good Perſons, to 


Condutt, they ine bo fer the Satisfaction of ſuch, to ſend Letters ta 
thoſe Churchgg, after they were embodied —— Which in One tas read 
and conferrſũ upon, in Others not read at all, in all paſſed over, and, no 
tice taken of. them. —— As for my ſelf;,— I believe, if 1 ſhould, ſettle 
ith them, there would be no Separation kept up, between a Number of 
their Miniſters and me, unleſs they will ſeparate from me, and refuſe me 

+ that Brother Communion, which 1 ſpauld not refuſe them, | 
He that is an Enemy to Learning, is ſo far an Enemy to Religion. 
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have carnal Miniſters dealt with ſo plainly : Nay, ſometimes I have ſo much 
Charity Marion, that-T flinch at the Thoughts of bearing ſuch open 
TeſtimonyAgainit them: But % as GOD gives me to realize that one 
Soul is worth more than the e 7g I can ſay, Curled be that Cha- 
rity, for it is fierce, and that Moderation for, it, is exuel. Who knows but 
GOD may bleſs this plain Dealing, not only to others, but toMiniſters alſo ? 
For in Deed and in Truth, I have great Love and Good” Will, towards Mi- 
. niſters ; I never love to ſpeak or write any Thing that bears Fad upon them, 
only when 1 love them: There is no Miniſter whom I know, but it ſeems to me 

I could die for him this Moment, if it might be a Means of ſaving his Soul. 
The Prophets and Apoſtles found great Plenty of falſe Prophets, and car- 
nal Teachers in their Days: And were very frequently warning againſt 
them. And if we don't find them, and bear Teſtimony againſt them ; it 
mult be becauſe there are none to be found in theſe Days; or elſe, becauſe 
- >= we have not the Spirit and Diſpoſition of the Prophets and Apoſtles. Nay, 
js not this the Reaſon, that inſtead of being like the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
we are too much like theſe falſe and carnal Miniſters, our ſelves ? For, other- 
wiſe : If we did not find them out, firſt, they would not fail of finding us 
out, and diſcovering themſelves, by ſeparating from us, and reproaching us, 
as ſuch Men uſed to ferve the. Miniſters of CHRIST. Did they ſee that 
all we are after is to cxalt JEsus CHRIST upon Earth, and to dwell with 
him forever in Heaven: I ſay, Did theſe Men fee this in us; they being 
conſcious that they never had ſuch a Regard for CHRIST, and that all they 
are aſter is Eath, and the Vanities of it, they would at leaſt keep themſelves 
at 4 l:fe Diſtance from us: For every ſuch Miniſter would be a /ving Satyr 
upon them in their 'own Conſciences, oo | | 
 But— Mr. Williams complains, © That I ſay, I preach to People abroad, 
« that are defirous to hear me, and that notwithſtanding the Miniſter of the 
« Place” forbids - my Preaching.” What if I do? Doth the Eence of my 
Call to preach the Gofpel in any Place, depend upon the Miniſters inviting, 
or at leaſt, not ,forb:i4ding me to preach ? At this Rate, it is a Sin to preach. 
. the Goſpel, if the Miniſter of the Place, who, it may be, is an Enemy to 
Cnr1sT and the Goſpel forbids it: He having by his Ordination full Power 
to keep the glorious Goſpel of JE Sus CyrisT out of his Pariſh. A Miniſter muſt 
have 20 Conſcience, or elſe an Hamper'd Conſcience, who determines that he 
will never preach the Goſpel any where, if the incumbent Miniſter forbids it, 
g But it is high Time to haſten to the Congluſion of my Preface ; leſt the 
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T 
ERS 
What is CHRIST. to me, if He is not mine ? Or the ſeaſonable 
Defence of the Old Frotgſtant Doctrine of Fuſtifying Faith ; 


with a particular Anſwer to Mr. GIL ES FIRMIN's Eight 
Arguments — contrary; Defended. 


FAN x( 


Containing a Defence of the Arguments for a particular, and 
againſt a general Faith in ſaid Treatiſe. 


ARGUMENT EL 


66 HE Devils believe CHRISTH to be @ Saviour, Mark 1. 24. 
} * And if Men at Converſion only believe CHRISTH to be @ 
„ Saviour; wherein doth the Faith of Devils differ from 

* the Faith of GOD's Elia ? | 
Mr. Williams hath endeavoured to prove that there is an e/ſential 
Difference between the Nature of the Faith of Devils, and of good 


Men. But after all, according to him, thoſe that are GOD's Ela, 


onlyebelieve CHRIST to be 4 Saviour. Indeed the Devils don't be- 
lieve CHRIST to be the Saviour of Devils; whereas good Men be- 
lieve CHRIST to be the Saviour of Men. But the 2/ential Difference 
don't lie here: Nor doth Mr, Williams lay Streſs upon this: This 
Solution would rather hart than Help his Cauſe.--- What he lays Streſs 
upon, is the other Part of his Definition of Faith, viz, Chuſing Holi- 
neſs, &c. (P. 27.) which the Devils are incapable of. And I grant, 
that if chuſing Holineſs is Faith, he hath ſhewn an eſſential Difference 


between the Faith of Devils, and the Faith of GOD's Ele# ; and my 


Argument is fairly diſputed out of the World. --- But is chu/ing Holi- 
neſs, Faith ? No, by no M ">, Theſe that have Faith chuſe Holi- 


neſt; but chuſing Holineſs is not Faith, N is not believing any 08 


about GOD or CRRISTH þ but the AR We who * A Belfev 

Men can't che Holineſs, unleſs their Hearts Are purified. And the 
Scripture tells us that Men's Hearts are purified by Faith, Acts 15. 9. 
So that 'tis clear from Scripture, as well as Reaſon, that chuſing Holi- 
neſs is not Faith, but the Effect of it. And if it is not Faith, but the 
Effect of Faith (as qybR"Eertainly it is) then Mr. 7////;ams bath ſhewn 
no eſſential Difference between the Faith of good Men, and the Faith 
of Devils, And if there is no eſſential Difference in the Nature, 
there can be none in the Eyes,: For Qualis Cauſa talis Effeftus : 
If the Effects are different 2//entially, it muſt be owing to an eſſential 
Difference in the Cauſes which produced them. 


Ican't diſmiſs this Argument without taking Notice of Mr. Williami's 
BL | great 
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14 A Dexence of Juſtifying Faith 
in aſſerting, that the mew Creature is the Effect of his 
Part e Definition of which, is a Man's chuſing Holineſs. 

ciwfing Holineſs implickghe ae Creature, tis an Act of the new 
Creature: So that according to g Divinity, *tis an Act of the new 
Creature, which makes a Man a new Creature i. e. The Apple pro- 
duced the Tree it grew upon; but the Tree did not produce the 


Apple. C7 
ARGUMENT II. 

« Faith in CHRIST, is in Scripture ſet forth by a Marriage, Rom. 
&« -, 4. Rev. 19. 7. But what Woman ever gives her ſelf in Mar- 
4 Triage to a Man, without looking upon him as her Friend, as one 
4c that loves her, and gives himſelf to her? If all this were wanting 
« that which is eſſential to a Marriage would be wanting. But all 
& this is wanting in the ſpiritual Marriage between CHRIsT and the 
« Believer, according to a general Faith The Soul gives her ſelf to 
«© CHRIS T, without looking upon him as one who loves her, who 
« ojyes himſelf to her, or ever ſo much as intended Marriage with ber, 
And what doth Mr. Williams ſay to this? Why, nothing, or as good 
as nothing--- He ſaith ** that according to a particular Faith, a Wo- 
* man believes her (elf married, and that Belief makes the Match.“ 
(P. 25.) If fo, he is certainly a Conqueror; but if not, he triumphs 
without a Victory.--And to ſhew him that he is no Conqueror, only 
in his own Imagination; I would aſk him whether a Woman's be- 
lieving a Man to be a Friend, and that he nw gives himſelf to her, im- 
plies that ſhe believes ſhe is already married? To this he muſt ſay, 
no : And if this may be, and yet the Woman not think her ſelf al- 
ready married ; than by a Parity of Reaſon, the Soul may. look upon 
CRRIST as a Friend, who gives himſelf to her, without believing ſhe 
is already married to. him. Such a Belief in neither Caſe, implies that 
the Perſons believe themſelves to be already married; but in beth 
Caſes, this Belief is neceſſaty to a Marriage. The Woman's being 
perſwaded that the Man is fr:endly, and now gives himſelf to her; 
cauſes her to give her ſelf to him; and ſo the Marriage is effected.- 
And the Soul's apprehending the Love aug Kindneſs of Jesus CHRIST 

towards Sinners, and ſeeing im now. give himſelf to her; ſweetly 
-cantifiin.,ber-to give hepſel to him in an everl/a/ting Covenant never 

to be CE Tia in this Way, that Believers are married to the 
Lamb of GOD, and not in that dark and blind Way of Mr. Williams, 
and the Generaliſis, whereby the Perſon, gives himſelf to CHRIST, 
without one Thought of CHRIST 's heing his Friend, not ſeeing but 
that this Saviour to whom he is about to givachimſelf, will ere long 
' fay to him, Depart thou Curſed into everlaſting 
Devil and his Angels. 


| ARGUMENT HI. | | 
A general Faith ſuppoſes Men to make GOD ayLiar at the very 
© Time of their 6 Who is he that maketh GOD a Liar, 
** but he that believeth not the Record which GQD hath given of his 
| . *6 Don ? 


„„ Son? And this is the Record, (O glorious Record !) that GO 

% hath given to us eternal Life in his Sen, 1 Veh, 10; 11, 
« therefore, at Converſion, we don't believe that GOD 
“ Life to US, we make him a Liar. . I tought there was ſome Force 
in this Argument: And I find that Dr. Albot uſed it before me, when 
he diſputed the Protefan: Cafe againſt the Papiſis, who maintained 
then, as Mr. Williams doth now, that there is no particular Perſuaſion, 
or Aſſurance in ſaving Faith. 372. 

Mr. Williams objects, that if I ſtick to the very Words of the 
% Apoftle, I muſt believe in the very Act of ſaving Faith that GOD 
« gives eternal Life to me and others--- What then? I make no Dif- 
ficulty of owning that *tis ſaving Faith for a Man to believe that GOD 
gives eternal Life to him and others . i. e. that GOD gives or grants 
eternal Life to all Perſons to whom the Goſpel comes, for nothing at 
all; and therefore that he gives or grants eternal Life to him, Mr. Wil- 
liams will put an / in the Caſe, and, ſaith the Record means, that 
« GOD gives eternal Life to us F we believe: And he complains 
4e prievouſly, that I ſay, the Record means, that GOD gives eternal 
«© Life to us, not if we believe, but whether we believe, or no. My 
Meaning was evidently, that GOD gives or grants eternal Life to Sin- 
ners through CHRIST, even whether they believe or accept or not, 
in the ſame Senſe in which our Saviour tells the Fes, a great Part of 
whom no Doubt finally rejected him, that his Father gave to them the 
true Bread, which came down from Heaven, Joh. 6. 32, Forl fay im- 
mediately after, That without Men believe or accept, the unſpeak- 
<« able Gift will profit them nothing but only increaſe their Condem- 
% nation.---I am not againſt all V in Divinity ; J hold as many /f5 
6 15 Mr. Williams doth ; though I deſire to hold only evangelical Iii. 
For one muſt be ſo nice as to diſtinguiſh between J, and 7f, or elſe 
the Truth of the Goſpel will not remain with us. To inſtance in 
what Mr. Williams contends for--— That GOD gives eternal Life 
6“ to Sinners / they believe.- If by believing is underſtood GOD, 
giving eternal Life to Sinners, with particular Application to a Man's 
Seh, the 1f is evangelical, and the Propoſition as true as the Goſpel. But 
if by believing is underſtood Mf.,?PWligns's Fiducia de Chriflo, belie- 
ing without patticular Application, ce dn Helineſs be called 
a Patt of Faith; the F is legal, and the Prôppſition falſe and 
dangerous. Tis this latter "legal F which is ſo ſerviceable to Mr. 
Williams: Nay, tis an eaſy Matter for him, with the Help of this 
little wicked 7}, to diſpute away my Book, and the whole Gofpet of 
Jesvs CursT along with it.: Mr. Williams alſo thinks it a Doe- 
trite of Licentiouſnels#&Teach that Men muſt believe GOD: gives 
eternal Life to then i CHRIST, without his legal V: Whereas, as 


I faid before, I loo upon this to be the only Cure for a licentious Life. 


he Love and Kingue/s of GOD his Saviour, appearing to a Man, 
bi x fails of making him to love that GOD, who loved him firft,--- 
The Love of GOD (Gith Bernatd) breedeth in thi Soul Love —_ 


in Reply to Mr, WILLIAMs. 15 


rnal 


7 


— — 


towards him, if he muſt firſt ſee a Quali 


A DERFENCE of Juſtifying Faith, 


| with the Hatred of Evil : The Promiſe of eternal Life 
beritp-aps „ Cauſeth Men to cleanſe themſelves from all Fil- 
thin? of 25 455 Spirit, and te perfect Holineſs in the Fear of GOD. 

Accordingly holy Auſtin declares, he could never get the 2 over 
his Lufts, till CHRIsT manifeſted his Loe more P And when he 
had taſted of the Love of CHRIsT, he took more Pleaſure in denying 
himſelf the Pleaſures of Sin, than ever he did in the Commiſſion of 
it,--- But it is well for Huſtin and Bernard too, that they are dead, 

and in Heaven : Were they living and among us, they would not 


fail of being hunted as Antinomians. 
ARGUMENT IV. 


“ And as a general Faith reflects upon the ever- bleſſed GOD, ſo 
c doth it upon Man too, by ſuppoſing him to be ſtupid and irrational 
e at his Converſion ; when all Men according to the Scripture, come 


& fo themſelves, tho' they were beſides themſelves before. Luke en 


It will be granted that what a convinced Sinner wants is to ſee, that 
& he hath a Right to CHRIST: Well, by a divine Power he comes 
© to ſee, that whoſoever will, bath a Right to CHRIST, and yet he 
* doth not ſee that he hath a Right to him | Was ever any Thing 
% more abſurd ? 

„ J urged alſo that the dumb Beaſts, when they ſee a general Pri- 
cc vilege, "ſee a Privilege for themſelves: And that therefore Men 


©. muſt be more ſtupid than dumb Beaſts, if they ſee that whoſoeyer 
„ vill is welcome to CHRIST, and yet don't ſee that hey are welcome, 


But this Mr. Williams bath not ſpoken to. The Sum of what he 
hath to ſay, is, that we muſt ſee in our ſelves a 72 ulingneſs in Order 
cc to ſee our Right. This is that legal Doctrine, Mr. Erſtine- peaks 


e, viz. © Teaching Men to look within for the Foundation, of their 


oy "eruſting in the Mercy of GOD, 
This is the very ſame Divinity which Calvin condemns. in the Pa- 


pits, And in Oppoſition to them he ſaith, << That we ſhould la 


& aſide all thinking upon Works, and embrace the ONLY MERCY 
* OF GOD : That turning away our r Sight FROM OURSELVES 
we ſhould behold CHRIST 400 Gith that Faith ought-to have 
Relation to a . and for ee iſe : 0 And then there will be no 
hat we can never have Confidence towards 


p e "We 
885 17 we wa fy ruſt | ſee in our ſelves the Condition of our Confi- 
de 


59 So Mr r/ham juſtly argues, that no Man who knows his 


own Unworthineſs, can be encouraged to believe the Mercy of GOD 
Mr. Williams &« ſaith that if any Man ſeeqGHRIST to be Bit 

< out ſeeing in ' himſelf a Willingneſs as the dation of 'his 

But here Calvin checks him again: at leaft, he checks the Papifts 17 

for talking as be talks. For he faults the -1 apiſts, for Wait ine. 


cation in himſelf, © -., 
1 3 
ce fidence, it muſt be by a ſpecial Revelation from Heaven. (P. 
65 18 5 2 though the Hor v Gnoar, inligh! ening 


G D. And the Love of GOD, according to the P/almif, i is ever 7 


il 


) 


in Reply to Mr. Williams. 17 
«© Hearts unto Faith, were not a Witneſs unto us of our Adep- 


% * 
| ARGUMENT Y, 

A general Faith makes Men ſpiritual Thieves and Robbers,--- GOD 

gives CHRIST to the Children of Men, according to the Scriptures. 

Accordingly Believing is ſaid to be a Receiving of CHRIST. Now 

a Man cannot honeſtly receive a Gift without ſeeing the Gift is made 

to him, &c. 3 | 

What Mr. Williams, drives at is to ſhew in Oppoſition to this Ar- 
gument, that a Man may fit ſee his Right to CHRIST in the Scrip- 
tures, in Order to his receiving him as his ; and that he can't ſee his 
Right to him, according to the Scriptures, *till he hath afually recety- 
214 bim. i, e. In other Words, A Man muſt not take Poſſeſſion of 
CHyRrisT, becauſe he ſees his Right to him, but muſt take Poſſeſſion of 
CRISH, to give him aRight : And when he finds he hath CHRIST in 
P:ſſ./Jion, he learns his Right and Tntereſt in him.--- I am ſure this is 
ſtealing with A W/itneſs..--- Is not this Robbery to take any Thing 
from Another before we ſee our Right, and to take Poſſeſſion that we 
may have a Right; concluding that becauſe we have taken Poſſeſſion 
it is our oton, though it was not ours before ?---If Mr, Villiams thinks 
he can get clear of the Charge of teaching Men to eat CHRIST, by 
urging this to be the Tenor of the Goſpel, that Men muſt not receive 
CHRIST as therrs but receive him to make him theirs ; ] fay if by ſay- 
ing this, (and nothing elſe can be ſaid) he ſeems to get clear of the 
Charge of teaching People to Aral CHRIST, be certainly expoſes him- 
ſ:|f to another Charge of teaching them to buy CHRIST, which is as 
contrary to the Goſpel as the other, --- Incidit in Scyllam, &c. 

For if a Man hath not an Intereſt in CHRISH in a Way of Believ- 
ing only; if fomething elſe is neceſſary beſides believing the Report 
of the Goſpel, then certainly we have CHaisT for doing, and doing is 
the ſame Thing with buying,---I grant that every Believer doth te- 
ceive CHRIST, to be his Ruler and Governor, and devotes hiniſelf to 
him: But he is not intereſted in CHRIST hereby 3 this not being to 
believe the Report of the Goſpel, but to act agreeably to the Report 
believed: To ſuppoſe that hereby Men are intereſted in CHRIST, is to 
ſuppoſe that Men buy an Intereft in him. This makes Grace to be 
no more Grace---Gratia non g Gratia, nit fit omni mod» Gratulta. 
--- And though at this Rate, it may be thought that CHRISTH comes 
cheap to Believers, yet hereby they give ſomethin? for him; they have 
him not freely without Money, and without Price; but do as really 
buy him, as if they bought any Thing of a Merchant for valuable 
Conſideration. . | 
; 5.7 ORR GUMENT VI. 

«© The Goſpel is not the Wiſdom of GOD only, but it is the Power 
ce of GOD unto Salvation : But that Goſpel which is preached by 


* 


* Inſt. 259. + John 1. 12. Faith is _ deſcribed by the Effect. 


6-208 


18 A Derence of Juſtifying Faith, 
** the Generaliſis, is a mean abſurd Thing, and of none Ef: to the 
«© Saving of Souls. Suppoſe a King ſhould publiſh an Act of Grace in 
*6 Favour of Pirates, declaring that whoſoever will ſhall have theBenefit 
** of it, and yet at the ſame Time embaraſs it with this Claufe that be 
** would have every Pirate believe, that Pirates in general ſnould be benefi - 
*© ed by it, but that no Pirate ſhould conclude that he in particular ſhou'd 
ever be the better for it: What would every Man of Senſe ſay of ſuch 
* an Al of Grace? And what would be the Effects of it? Would the 
% Pirates come /ailing in? No, not one; for no one could tell but 
that notwithſtanding the King's Clemency to Pirates in general, 
*© he in particular might be hang'd. It was then ſhewed that GOD's 
Act of Grace in the Goſpel, according to a general Faith, is equal. 
ly abſurd and inc ffectual with fis: Since notwithſtanding GOD's 
Mercy to Sinners in general, no one can tell but he in particular may 
be damned. The Short of the Difference between Mr. //ll;ams ar d 
me lies here: He ſuppoſeth that Pirates and Prodigals return to ther 
King and to their GOD, not becauſe they fee that they are pardone'', 
but that they may be pardoned, On the contrary, I maintain, that 
bath, when they return ſincerely and ia Truth, are conſtrained to re— 
turn by the Love and Kindneſs of their King and their GOD appear- 
ing to them, This is entirely agreeable with GOD's reconciling the 

orld unto himſelf, and the free Way of Salvation in the Goſpel : 
Whereas Mr. William's Suppoſition is founded upon the Covenant of 
Works, and is in Effect, a Denial of Juſtification by Faith only: for 
Jam ſure that returning for a Pardon, is the ſame Thing with working 
for a Pardon : Returning is not believing, and if it is not believing it is 


Working, | ED 
JARGUMENT VII. 
„ Believing in CHRIS is explained to be fruſting in CHRIST (where 
<c there is believing there always will be zra/fing : Truſting being the 
% Effect of Faith, by which it is ſometimes deſcribed) But a Man 
< can't truſt CHRIST, without a particular Perſuaſion that CHRIST 
«© js his Saviour. What ſaith David? I truſted in Thee, O Lox : 
I faid Thou art my GOD.* *Tis of the Effence of truſting to be 
«© perſwaded, that the Perſon whom we tru/t, is a Friend, and will 
* do that for us which we tru him for--- So let a Man try never ſo 
« much to truſt his Soul with Chrift, without any Perſwaſion that 
c CHRIST will ſave his Soul, and he will find he can as ſoon raiſe the 
«© Dead as truſt ſuch a Saviour, | | | 
Mr. Williams, after ſaying many Things, which I need not men- 
tion; comes to the Matter in Hand, and faith, ©* That there can 
te be no Foundation for a Sinner to truſt in GOD, but the Promiſe 
C of GOD---And as there is no Promiſe of Salyation made in the 
66 Bible, to any particular Sinner by Name, therefore this particular 


„ Perſwaſion that CHrIsT is mine, cannot have any direct Objef? ; 


CT —— —— — — 


„ Pfalm 31. 14. Vid. Ia, 12, 2. 10 
there 


ö 


in Reply to Mr, Williams, - = 


<< there being no ſuch Piomiſe for that Perſon's Faith to ſtand upon, 
Page 29. There is ſcarce any one Argument in all Mr, uliams's 
Book againſt a particular Faith, but the Papiſis have uſed it before bim, 
in their Attempts to overthrow the Faith of Proteants. Dr. Biſtep 
the P:piþ Prieſt, who diſputed above an Hundied Years ago, 2gaintt 


' the ſame Faith Mr, Williams is diſputing againſt now, ſaith, ** Where 


„ is it written in the Goſpel, believe your own particular Salvation? 
© And ejſewhere--- The Scripture no where ſaith, Cornelius believe 
© thou, Peter believe thou, that thou ſhalt be ſaved. Whoever will 
take the Pains to read Dr. Aöbot's Defence of Mr. Perzins's Reformed 
Catholicꝶ, may ſee at large, how our Forefathers uſed to defend them- 
ſelves againſt this Argument of the Papifts, I thiock Mr. Z#»/iine's 
Anſwer to this new vamp'd Objection, very ſatisfaftory--- Saith he, 
& The Word of a threatning GOD in the Law, warrants your be- 
„ lieving bis Wrath againſt you, and you in particular: Even fo the 
« Word of a promiſing GOD in the Goſpel, accompanied with a 


particular Command to believe in IEsus, warrants your believing 


& his Love, Grace and Mercy to you in particular.“ 
ARGUMENT VE 

. * True Faith brings true Peace, Rom. 5. 1. But all that Peace 
© that a Man hath without ſeeing CHRIS to be his Saviour is irrati- 
© onal and ungrounced, and therefore cannot come from the GOD 
«© of Peace. I think Mr, Williams's general Faith fairly overthrown 
by this plain Argument: Nor doth he ſo much as ſeem to ſave the 
Life of it. He concedes that the Minor is the only weak Part of it, 
viz. That all that Peace which a Man hath without ſeeing CHRIST 
to be his Saviour is irrational and ungrounded.” But what can be 


more firm than this? How is it poſſible any one ſhould have a rational 


grounded, and true Peace, without believing that CHRIST is his Peace, 
and hath broken down the middle Wall of Partition between GOD 
and him, thereby making Peace? Mr, JVilliams faith I know that 
< he denies a Perſon ſees CHR15T to be his Saviour by a direct Belief 
© of it, (I do know that he and his Brother Calviniſis do deny-it in 
direct Oppoſition to Calvin, who faith, that the aſſured Redſafl Con- 
5 fidence of the Heart is the chief Part of Faith, Inſt. 275.) And 
he pleads up for Men's getting Peace, without this, by proving them 


| ſelves, and examining the Fruits of Faith in themſclves.--- To this I 


anſwer, That though Examination of our ſelves, and proving our Faith 
by the genuine Fruits, is what every Chriſtian is exhorted to, and will 
practiſe, yet if we don't ſee CHRIST to be our Saviour by Faith, we 
cannot this Way only, get any ſatisfactory Peace to our Souls. Caluin 
alſo is confident that Men cannot get Peace this Way---- Inft, 277. 
Beſides : If I ſhould allow that Peace comes this Way, it would ne- 
vertheleſs be true, that a general Faith don't bring any Peace into the 
Soul: This Peace would not be the Peace that there is in belitving: 


FErſtine's Serm. Gal. 2, 20, P. 34. 


A 


- 
* 
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A Man pets this Peace, not by believing, but by Arguing and Senſe : 
So that, /riftly ſpeaking, his Faith don't bring any Peace into his 
Soul : He don't ſee when he exerciſes ſaving Faith, that GOD and he 
are at Peace, any more than he did while he was an Unbeliever, Mr, 
Williams, can't leave this Argument, without remarking that I teach 
Men to get a falſe and dangerous Peace, by perſwading them to be- 
lieve, before they ſee any good Thing in themſelves, that their Sins 
are forgiven through CHRIST, and that they have now Redemption 
through the Blood of F SUS. I own the Charge: I do exhort poor 
convinced Sinners to believe this, before they ſee any prod Thing in 
themſelues. I hold with Calvin, That Men ſhould turn away their 
« Sight FROM THEMSELVES, and look ſtrait to CHRIST, be- 
« lieving the Promiſe of Forgiveneſs through his Blood,” ---If they co 
not believe the Forgiveneſs of their Sins, before they ſee any good 
Thing in themſelves, they will never believe it at all, What ftrange 
Divinity is this which Mr. Williams abets? Believing Forgiveneſs, 
when a Man ſees himſelf qualified to be forgiven, by internal Good- 
neſs, is not properly believing : True Believing is when a Man again 
Hope believes in Hope, Rom. 4. 18, But according to him, a Man 
firſt ſees himſelf good, and then thinks GOD can find in his Heart to 
forgive him Becauſe he likes himſelf, he muſt perſuade himſelf that 
GOD will like him well enough to pardon him. | 

SARGUMENT IX. 

A general Faith cannot be right, becauſe it don't work by Love. 
We are told that true Faith works by Love, Gal. 5. 6. But how is 
it poſſible any one fhould exerciſe Love towaids GOD, without a 
particular Perſwaſion that GOD loves him? | | 
To ſhew that we don't love GOD without fome Apprehenfion of 


bis Love to us * {though not meerly for tat: A true Lover of GOD 


loves him for all his Perfections) it was aſſerted to be of the Nature of 
«© Love to conſider the being belov'd, as one who loves us, or would love 
© us upon ſufficient Acquaintance with us.---Here Mr. Williams cries 
out, Strange Philoſophy and Divinity / And yet in the next Breath, 
as it were, he owns it to be good Philoſophy and conſequently good 
Divinity by ſaying, ** That Love is nothing elſe but a Kind of Ex- 


_—_ 


* Verm's viliſſimus, et odio digniſſimus Sempiterno, confidit amari, quia 
ſentit amare ; imo quia je PRASENTIT amari, redamare confunditur. 
| | | Bernard. 
To this Purpoſe alſo, are the Words of Melanchton, | 

« Ut Dilectio Oriatur, necefſe eft præcedere fidem, hoc eft fiducia Mi ſericordiæ 

"0 Non exiſtere poteſt dilectio, niſi fit apprehenſa Remiſſio. 

'The plain Engliſh ot all is, we muſt ſee GOD's Love and Mercy towards 
us, or elſe we can never love him. Agreeably to this ſaith Mr. William 
Bridge, one of the Aſſembly of Divines ; © We love, becauſe we are 

forgiven, 231. | OY 5 | h 


e panſion, 


in Reply to Mr, Williams, 21 


«© panſion, or reaching out of the Soul after an amiable and agreeable 
« Object.” | | 

For, if the Object be amiable, and agreeable to us, it muſt be be- 
cauſe of the IHILIT VDE, there is between US and that: And if 
there is a SIMILITU DE, that Being deth love us, or would love us, 

upon ſufficient Acquaintance - for Smile gaudet Simili. 

Nothing can be more Romantic, worſe Philoſophy, or worſe Divi- 
nity than this Flight of his in the following Words; that the Soul that 
<+ hath a true Diſcovery and juſt Apprehenſion of the moral Perfecti- 
<« ons of GOD, can never help loving ſo amiable a Being, whether he 
«© has, or has not, a Per ſiwaſian that GOD loves him.--- For, *tis of 
ſo much Importance, whether that GOD, who will be forever a con- 
ſuming Fire to the greateſt Part of Mankind, loves or hates us, that 
no Man (to be ſure, no awakened Man) can think deliberately of him, 
without thinking of him, in ſome Meaſure, as a GOD that hath Love 
or Hatred towards him, To ſuppoſe otherwiſe, is to ſuppoſe the great 
Principle of Self-Preſervation, is quite extinguiſhed. 

The Divinity alſo is equally poor with the Phi/:/ophy : A Man can'e 
have a true Diſcovery of GOD, (and of /uch Mr. Williams ſpeaks) 
without ſeeing him to be a GOD in CHRIST, in whom he is well- 
pleaſed : And as GOD exhibits himſelf in CHRIST, to be a GOD 
well pleaſed : So, as Mr. Erſeine juſtly obſerves, ** Whoever ſees him 
to be a GOD in CHRIST, ſees him to be a GOD well pleaſed ; 
there being a my GOD virtually wrapped up in every Diſcovery of 
«© GOD in CHRIST, | 

| ARGUMENT 2A. 

And as a general Faith brings no Love into the Soul, ſo it is an ut- 
ter Enemy and zrreconcileable to true Humility, Men leath themſelves 
(as was ſhewed) only when they ſee GOD pacified ; (their loathing 
themſelves, when they don't ſee but that they are going to Hell, is only 
legal, hypocritical Humility ; and Satan rejoices when Minifters preach 
up this to be true Humility.) The high and lofty One that inhabits 
Eternity, will dwell with, revive and comfort the humble and contrite 
Soul. Iſa. 57. 15, Since therefore, when a Man hath only a general 
Faith, he hath no rational Comfort; *tis certain that he is not humble 
and contrite, however ſober, and melancholly he may appear to be, but 
proud, ſtubborn, and obftinate in the Sight of GOD. Mr. Williams 
complains of my ſaying it is the common Divinity, that Men ſhould 
queſtion the Favour of GOD towards hem. One muſt be a Stranger 
in New- England, not to know this: A Man that holds Mr. Willi- 
ams's Faith, muſt neceſſarily hold this: For as there is no Aſſurance 
in his Faith, ſo Aſſurance can't come any other Way, as I have ſhewed 
in Part, and propoſe to ſhew more fully by and by. For my Part, did 
I hold with him, I ſhould think there were no Perſons humble, but 
only thoſe who queſtion the Favour of GOD towards them, and that 
thoſe who have Full Aſſurance, are all proud, and preſumpiuous, And 


accordingly, both Lait), and Chrgy, who are Generalifts, are almoſt 
2 a continually 
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continually talking to this Effect. Mr. //ill;ams doth again, and a- 
gain, reflect upon me for ſpeaking as if I had Aſſurance of the Love of 
GOD in my Soul---And I don't wonder at him for it : He talks ac- 
cording to Principle. The ſame Principle, viz. That there is no Con- 
fidence, or Aſſurance in Faith, made the Papiſis reproach our Forefa- 
thers the Proteſlants in the fame Manner.--- The Rhemits defign'd a 
' Fling at the Proteſtants in that before mention'd Paſlage, viz. Chri- 
« ſtian Men don't vaunt themſelves of the Certaznty of their Salvation, 
© but Glory in the Hope thereof only. Calvin faith, ** The Papiſts 
„ thought it was a Point of Preſumption, for a Man to take upon him 
© an undoubted Knowledge; that it is not without great Preſumptu- 
© ouſneſs, that we dare ſo glory of the Preſence of CHRIsT : And 
« that, if Men had Aſſurance, it would be a Point of Mede/ly and 
« Humility, not to acknowledge it.--- Calvin replies, that glorying 
© in the Prefence of CHRIsT and Aſſurance, is ſofar from Preſump - 
& fuouſneſs, that if any Man be aſhamed to confeſs it, inſtead of declar- 
& ing his Modeſty, he declares his extream Unthankfulneſs in hiding 
«© GOD's Goodneſs.* 
| ARGUMENT Xl. 

If a general Faith is true Faith, then it is a Sin for unconverted 
% Perſons to pray, and Miniſters ſhould tell their Hearers never to pray 
66 till they are converted. | | 

This Argument is the ſame in Subſtance with what Mr, Perkins 
| uſed in defending the ſame Cauſe againſt the Papiſts, which I am now 
defending againſt Proteſtants, viz. That there muſt be perſonal Confi- 
dence and Afurance in Faith. I think Mr. Williams no where ac- 
quits himſelt more poorly than he doth here ; for he doth in Effect 
give up the whole Cauſe--- Unconverted Men according to him, muſt 
not believe that the Promiſe of Forgiveneſs will do them any Good; 
but muſt be perſuaded, that in Order to their ſeeing any Benefit in the 
Promiſe for them, they muſt firlt ſee that they have believed in CHRI T 
to Salvation : Well, they being conſcious, that they have never yet 
believed, muſt either reſtrain Prayer; or, if they will pray, they 
ought not while Praying, to have one Tho't that GOD for CHRIST 'S 
Sake, can find in his Heart to forgive ſuch Wretches as they are.---- 
Mr, Williams ſaith, that he can allow unconverted Perſons to pray, and 
to pray in Faith too, conſiſtently with his Faith, without being behol- 
den to the Papiſts, But he is greatly miſtaken : He talks exactly as 
they do upon the Subject: He creeps out at the ſame Hole, which the 
Papiſts uſed- to creep out at, when purſued by the Proteſtants, For, 
where is the Difference between the Papiſts ſaying, ** That a Man 
& may aſk in Faith, when he don't doubt of GOD's Power and 
„ Goodneſs; but all his Doubt is of his\6wn Fitneſs ; and Mr. Mil- 
liams's ſaying that a Sinner muſt certainly) believe GOD wilt perform 
what he hath promiſed ; *©* that he mũſt aſk' believing the Promiſe ; 
re nn nmm mn m——_ 
* Carvix's Inſtit. Book III. Chep. 3. Sect. 30, 40. » fs 
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but yet muſt not think that he ſhall get any Good by the Promiſe, 
becauſe of his Unfitneſs; he muſt ſee himſelf alter'd, and fitted, by 
believing unto Salvation, before he applies the Promiſe to himſelf. This 
is evidently Mr. Williams's Divinity in his 49th Page: And a Man of 
Underſtanding can't help ſeeing, that the Papi/ts, and Mr. J/illiams 
mean one and the ſame Thing. 
Mr. Williams would fain have it that Mr, Cartwright * means as 
he doth, in the Paſſage I quoted from him, viz. That notwith- 
© ftanding our Unworthineſs of the good Things we aſk, we ſhould 
e afluredly believe that GOD will beſtow them upon us, becauſe he 
© hath promiſed them to us in CHRIST JESUs--- And he thinks I 
have come into his Sentiments by ſaying, that“ whoever believes that 
* worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, and that faithful is he that hath 
« promiſed, will lay hold on the Promiſe, and on GOD by the Pro- 
© mile, Sc. But this is a very great Blunder--- He ſhould have re- 
membred that Mr. Cartwright and my ſelf, being real Calviniſis, hold 
wich Calvin, That Faith is ſuch an A//urance, as makes the Pro- 
% miſes of Mercy our own ; | and that we need not with him, tell 
poer Sinners that they muſt not apply to themſelves the Promiſe of 
Forgiveneſs, till they fee they have believed, and are altered for the 
better. 
Il I am ſatisfied, I have not miſtook Mr. Williams, but repreſented bis 
Divinity in a clear Light : And what horrible Divinity is it | The 
natural Reſult and Conſequence of a dark and general Faith ! *Tis not 
only the Divinity of the Papiſts, but of Duaters,}|| Fetus, Mahemetans and 
Heathens : Virgil, Cicero, Seneca, and the reſt of the Heathen Philoſophers 
and Poets were all of the Mind that Men ſhould bring ſomething with 
them to the Gods to make them welcome : They thought Men ſhould 
never pray with Confidence, *till they could ſee ſome good Thing in 
themſelves to found their Confidence upon. 

I would make one Remark more, and that is--- That as unconvert- 
ed Men, thoſe who know themſelves to be ſuch, have no Encourage- 
ment to pray at all, according to Mr. Williams's Divinity (For what 

Encouragement can he have to go to GOD, who muſt not bring his 
own Righteouſneſs with him, nor yet CHRISHT's Righteouſneſs ; muſt 
not expect that GOD will pardon him neither for his «wn Sake, nor 
yet for CHRIST's Sate; he not being yet good enough 16 be pardoned 
for C HRIST's Sake) ſo thoſe who are converted muſt take Encourage- 


- 


A very godly and learned Divine ( Beza faith the Sun did not ſhine upon 
a more learned Man) who was importun'd by Sir Francis Walſinghar, 
and a Number of the moſt learned Divines to anſwer the Rhemiſt Tranſ- 
lation of the New Teſtament, and defend the Proteſtant Cauſe againſt 
them. Whoever reads the Work, will ſee, that one of the main Points 

he defends, is that there is always ſome Aſſurance in Faith. 
4 Calvin's Inſt. B. III. Chap. 2. Sect. 16. 
Tis the 2xaters Light within: "Tis a Man's getting an Iaard CHRIST + 
to fit him to be ſaved by the Outward CHRIST. 
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ment from the Holineſs they ſee in themſelves, when they pray, and 
always keep their Eyes fix'd upon their own Righteouſneſs. For, if the 
Saints muſt always come with Boldneſs, as the Apoftle Paul faith : 
Heb. 4. 16. And if there is no other Way of getting Boldneſs, but 
only by ſecing that we have believed, that is by viewing our own in- 
herent Righteouſneſs (according to Mr. Williams in this Place, and 
throughout his Book.) Then certainly the Saints when they pray muſt 
always keep their Eyes fix'd upon their own Righteouſneſs, If they 
make Mention of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs only in their Words, they 
muſt in their Hearts and Conſciences keep faſt hold of their own Righ- 
teouſneſs : If they ſhould happen to forget while praying, what holy 
Perſons they were, their Confidence would all fly away ina Moment, + 
O how lightly doth this general Faith reflect upon the LoRD Jesvus 
CRIST I As if it was not ſafe for the Saints to fly away to GOD as 
Sinners in his Name, and to aſk with Confidence for all the Mercies 
they need, without thinking of any one good Work that ever was 
wrought in them, or done by them through the Courſe of their Lives ! 
| XIIth ARGUMENT, is 

“ That a general Faith makes CHRIST but a little Saviour, Every 
© one who hath only a general Faith, believes CHRIST to be only a 
& little Saviour; and the Preachers of this new Goſpel, do in Effect, 
© make their People believe JESUS CHRIST to be not a great, but 

„ only a little Saviour.“ . 

And in Confirmation of this it was urged as an Impoſſibility, that 
& any Man ſhould believe CHRIS T to be a great Saviour, without 
c ſeeing him to be a Saviour great enough to ſave him, It was alſo 
foreſeen that a Gencrali/t would endeavour to evade this, by ſay ing, 
«© That every Man who believes CHRIST to be a great Saviour, ſees 
©. him to be a Saviour great enough to fave him, if he was but quali- 
<6 fied to be ſav'd by this great Saviour, And it was reply'd, that it 
was *©* impoſſible that any One ſhould realize CHRIST to be qualified 
<< to ſave the Chief of Sinners, in all their Blood and Filth, as black 
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+ This Objection lies in the Way of all thoſe who deny the immediate 
Witneſs of the Spirit: nor do I ſee how they can ſo much as /cem to re- 
move it. | | 3 

4 Though IL ſay, CHRIST is qualified to ſave the chief. of Sinners in all 
their Blood, and Filth, and Sin: I don't mean any Thing, but that when 
he doth fave tliem, he faves them from their Filth, and from their Sins. 
Though I had over and over, in my Pamphlet declared, that thoſe who 
are wicked Livers, notwithſtanding, any P of the Forgiveneſs 


of their Sins, are in a damnable State; yet a certain Miniſter told me, 
that by my Book, he thought I held it to be no Matter how wickedly 
Men liv'd, if they had once a Perſwaſion of, their being forgiven. I told 
him, he was not willing to believe any Thing in my Favour, but be- 
lieved as much as he could againſt me. Whoever have abus'd 'me in 
the like Kind, I forgive them ; and beg of them not. to abuſe me any 
more. 5 bs | 
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* as Hell, with Sin and Luſt and Unbelief, and yet bave any Scruple, 
* whither he was qualify*d\ to be ſav'd by ſuch\a Saviour. 

Mr. Williams thinks I did not do the Generaliſt Juſtice in making 
him alter the laſt Sentence ? And yet, when he ſpeaks for him, he 
makes him ſay the ſame Thing: For where is the Difference between 
my ſaying for him, that the Man believes CHRIST to be a Saviour 
© great enough to ſave him, if he was qualified to be ſaved by this 
„ great Saviour; and Mr. Williams's ſaying, ©* That he ſees, by the 
«© Goſpel, that CHRIST is able to ſave to the uttermoſt ; that if he be- 
„ ljeves, he ſhall be ſaved, and that he wants no Qualification but 
« Faid . 

There being ſomething very remarkable in theſe Words which Mr. 
Williams ſaith the Generaliſts have to ſay for themſelves 3 with his 
Conſent, I would query with him a little about them. 

And in the firſt Place, I would aſk him whether this Man who is 
ſuppoſed not converted yet, don't believe exactly the ſame Thing a- 
bout CHRI1sT that another doth, who is converted, viz, ** That Jesus 
© CHRIST is able to ſave to the uttermoſt ; that if Sinners believe in 
© him, they ſhall be ſaved ; and that they want no other Qualifica- 
«© tion "but Faith? To this he muſt ſay, Yes, Upon which I would 
obſerve, That at this Rate, Juſtification is not by Faith : For he that 

is not juſtify'd, believes exactly as he doth who is juſtify'd : All the 
Difference lies here, that the One accepteth CHRIST, and ſubmits 
to him, which the Other doth not, his Faith being yet alone : So that 
he that was juſtified, was not juſtified at all by believing (the other 
Man believed exactly as he did, without being at all juſtified) but by 
ag 4s Actings of his Soul, i. e. in plain Engliſb, by Works, and not 
by: Fai 

Again---lI would aſk what this poor Man muſt do, who ſees by the 
Goſpel, that if he believes he ſhall be ſaved : And that he wants no 
Qualification but Faith ? He muſt not get it of himſelf: He muſt 
go to GOD for it. But I would enquire further: Muſt he go in 
Faith, for Faith ? For certainly he muſt go either in Faith, or in Un- 
belief. It will be (aid, in Faith, I aſk, Muſt he believe that GOD 
will give him this Qualification without an /? This, if nothing elſe 
could be objected, would kill Mr, 7/iliams's Faith. Therefore he 
muſt ſay, the Man muſt go toG Ob believing that GOD would give 
him this Qualification, if he was qualify'd for the Qualification. From 
all which I think it is clear that Free-Mill and Juttification by For 4s, 
are ſo joined together with, Mr, i liams 8 general Faith that no Man 
can put them aſunder. in 24 

| ARGUMENT XIII. 
„A general Faith is an Enemp, i. e. it makes Men Enemies to that 
<< glorious and Soul raviſhing Doctrine of {ſurance, of which we 
„ read ſo, much in the Scriptures of Truth, &c. 
Mr. Williams in his Reply, thinks that the Miniſters who are a- 


n a particular F aith are * and that they not only be- 
ieve 


* 
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** lieve Aſſurance, but ſtrenuouſly aſſert it, and preſs it —_ all Chri- 
! 


e ſtians, Pag. 57. And J grant that Calviniſtical niſters do: 
But then, as was urged, they generally preſs them to get Aſſutance in 
that WAY in which it is impoſſible it ſhould ever come. For, it 
they will not allow any Aſſurance in Faith, let Men be never ſo ſtrong 
in Faith, this will not help them at all to Aﬀurarice; ; all the Aſſurance. 
therefore they can get, will be only the Aſſurance of Works, or Aſ- 
ſufance ariſing from a View of what hath been wrovght in them and 
done by them. Let me intreat theſe Calviniſtical Miniſters, to hear 
what Calvin faith, He faith, ** That the HOLY GHOST, is to 
„ us by Faith a Witneſs to us of Adoption. And that if Men ſhould 
* try to get Aſſurance in their Way, the CONSCIENCE would feel 
% more FEAR and DISMAYING than ASSUREDNESS--- The 
Penetrating Mr. Baxter alſo, who deny'd (as they do) a particular 
Faith, ſeeing that he could not be /#l/- conſiſtent, wichour denying Aj 
furance, abſolutely deny'd perfect Aſſurance. ' 

Nay, the Papiſis, give this as the Reaſon of their at holding full 
Aſſurance, that they don't hold with the Proteſtants that there is any 
Affarance in Faith, 

And indeed, - whoever denies Aſſurance in Faith, muſt be againſt 
Aſſurance, if he will follow his Prineiple, becauſe hereby he denies 
the immediate Witneſs of the Spirit aſſuring-us of our Adoption. 

Mr: Williams, and all the Generaliſts, would have Men get Au- 
rance, without this immediate J/itne/s. But herein, as they go counter 
to the Scripture, ſo do they to their Fore-fathers, who in their Con- 
feſſion of Faith, own'd and conſented to, by the Elders and Meſſen- | 

gers of the Churches aſſembled at Boſton in New- England, May 12. 
1680, declare that there is ſuch a Thing as the Infallible Aſſurance 
of Faith, founded upon the Blood and Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
<< revealed in the Goſpel, and alſo upon the inward Evidence of theſe 
“ Graces, unto which the Promiſes are made, and on the IMME- 
% DIATE WFTNESS of the Spirit teſtifying our ADOPTION. + 
This ſhews undeniably, that Mr. Williams, and the Generaliſts, have 
deny d the Confeſſion of Faith made by our Fore-fathers : Once all the 
Miniſters and Meſſengers held this immediate Fitneſs of the Spirit, 
for the holding of which, I have for ſome Years, been forced to run 
the Gauntlet thro” a great Body of the Clergy, as well as of the Laith. 
There is no Way to get clear of this Difficulty, Mr. Williams in 
this Argument explains away the immediate Witneſs of the Spirit : 
So he doth elſewhere: Nay in one Place, he faith that I know that 
he and thoſe who are like-minded on v4 the immediate Act of the Spirit. 
Pa 4. 1 
N Nor will-it avail him to ay (as he hath ſald) that i in an extraordi- 
nary Way, and by ſpecial Revelation, Men may be immediately certi- 
Hed of their Adoption by the Spirit: For our Fore-fathers, lay'i in the 
— —— —— — 
"7+ Conteion of Fah, Sg N rr 
AT | EE ſame. 
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ſame Confeffion, that Men have this Aſſuranee by the IMMEDIATE 
WITNESS of the Spirit, without EXTRAORDINARY REVE. 
LATION. So----I remember, Mr. Perkins faith, that though the 
Papiſts hold Men may have ASSURANCE by extraerdinary Revela- 
1ion, yet the Proteſtants differ from them: For the Proteſtants hold 
that Men get Aſſurance, by ORDINARY and SPECIAL Faith. 

Nor, have I in the leaſt, as Mr. WÄilliams triumphantly aſſerts over 
and over, given up the Cauſe by ſaying, A Man can never deter- 
% mine that he HATH believed, and is actually paſſed from Death to 
Life, without ſeeing the Fruits of Faith in himſelf.---- For thoſe 
who are like-minded with me, own that though a Maa believes in the 
Mercy of GOD through CHRIS H, with particular Application to him- 
ſelf, without ſeeing any good Thing in himſelf (for before Faith there 
can be none) yet he can never determine that he HATH BELIEV- 
ED ALREADY, without ſeeing the Fruits of Faith Becauſe' the 
Holy Ghoſt faith, That if any Man is in CHRISTH Jesus he is anew 
Creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. A Man hath juſt ſo much Reaſon to queſtion 
whether he is a true Believer, as he hath to queſtion whether he is a 
new Creature. | 

We hold with the Synod above mentioned that Men can't be ſure 
that their State is good, without ſeeing in themſelves, the inward 
% Evidence of thoſe Graces unto which the Promiſes are made: And 
with Calvin that Faith muſt be underpropped with Signs of GOD's 
Good- Will But this is nothing like holding that there is no Aſſu- 
rance in Faith. Mr. //liams can't but ſee this; and therefore muſt 
own, that by ſaying, *© A Man can't determine that he hath be- 
« FHeved, without ſeeing in himſelf the Fruits of Faith; I do not 
ic. any Meaſure give up the Cauſe of a particular Faith; and conſe- 
quently, that tho? he hath friumpb'd ſo unmercifully, all his Conqueſt is 
founded upon a vidtorious Blunder. L . | 

das | ARGUMENT XIV. 

„ A general Faith is an Enemy to true Repentance. Here it was 
ſhewed that Repentance is Men's turning to GOD as their GOD, 
according to Fer. 3. 22. Behold we come unte tbee, for thou art the 
LORD our GOD. But what doth Mr, Williams fay to this? I hard- 
ly know what he faith :* Here, and in many other Paſſages of his 
Book, he hath put me in Mind of the Saphia or Ink-Fifh mentioned 
by Tertullian, which when it is purſued, blackens the Water all a- 
round, and fo eſcapes. I can truly ſay, Di moe linvenits quum 
vincere, In general, I ſpell out this to We His Meaning, that Men 
tur to GOD by Repentance to mut #iml may "GOD; and not be- 


* * 


cauſe they ſee that he is their 60D. But every Heminius repents, and 


turns to GO after this Manner: This is nothing but legal Repen- 
rener ai nne 
I Viv eſi & vifiriz, f modo vera fides, j. e 0 


Your Faith muſt /ive and conguered too, 
; Or elſe your Faith cannot be fru, 
Vo tance : 


as | 4 Dexence of Juſtifying Faith, | 
tance Nay, (as was obſerved) there is no Room for diſtinguiſhing 
Repentance into that which is legal, and that which is evangelical, if 
there is no particular Perſuaſion, or Aſſutance of Mercy in Faith.--- 
When Mr. //i/liams was a little Boy, he was taught the contrary, to 
this, out of his Catechi/m : viz. ©* That Repentance unto Life, is a. 
** a ſaving Grace, whereby a Sinner, out of a true Senſe of Sin, and 
* APPREHENSION of the Mercy of GOD in CHRIST, doth 
«© with Grief and Hatred of his Sin, turn from it, &c. When 
CHRIST apprehended Paul, he took bim to himſelf as his own : So 
when a Penitent apprebendi the Mercy of GOD in CHRISTH, he takes 
it to himfelf as HIS OWN, I wiſh Mr, Williams having been train- 
ed up in the true Doctrine of Repentance, when he was a Child. 
would not, now he is grown old, depart from it. And as he gives up 
his Catechiſin, fo, as I told him, he gives up his Calviniſm too, for the 
Sake of this new fangled Divinity. Calvin calls that the “ Repen- 
*© tance of the Goſpel, ** When Men being galled with the Spur of 
Sin in themſelves, are comforted, and refreſhed with CONFI- 
* DENCE OF THE MERCY. of GOD, and fo are turned to 
„% the LORD. As to that Paſſage, which I cited before, viz. **A 
Man cannot earneſtly apply himſelf to Repentance, unleſs he knows 
„ himſelf to be of GOD. This is as full an Expreſſion as can be. 
His ſaying immediately upon it, that one are perſuaded that they are of 
GOD, but only thoſe who have firſt received his Grace, is only ſaying in 
other Words, that none are perſuaded that they are of GOD, but thoſe, 
who have firſt by Faith received the free Grace of GOD in the Pro- 
miſe. I was aſtoniſhed, when reading Caluin upon Repentance, that 
Mr. NWilliams ſhould ſo much as hint as if Calvin held Repentance, as 
he dotb. Mr. Williams owns that Calvin and he differ in Faith : And 
if fo, in Repentance too For two* Sorts of Faith will produce two 
Sorts of Repentance, Mr. Williams's learned and judicious Friends, 
can't help ſeeing that what he hath written is but a Shift, and a poor 
Shift too. But a Man that is drowning will catch at that which is no 


better than nothing. | 

e 1 ARGUMENT XV. = 

A general Faith makes a Man an Oppoſer of the Pawer e Godlineſs, 
and experimental Religion in the Place where he lives, and as far as he 
hath any Influence, To be ſure a general Faith will make a Man an 
Oppoſer of ſuch a Work of GOD (and I know no other Sort) as was 
carried an theo Hugdred 4 ears ago, at the Reformation: For then a 
general Faith was diſcarded-by all but the Papiſts; a particular and aſ- 
ſured Faith being held by all the Subjects and Inſtruments of the Work. 
And indeed one that holds a general Faith, and will ſtick to it (for 
ſome will hold it ſometimes, and ſometimes deny it) muſt needs think 
that a particular Application of the Blood of CHRIST by Faith, is a 
Deluſion ; and that none are true Conyerts, but thoſe who never at- 
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tain'd to it. Hence it was, that certain Miniſters ſeem to give public 
Thanks only for the Converſion of thoſe who never had this Faith. 
Nay, hence it is that Mr. Williams declares, That if any Hearer 
*« ſhould get this particular and aſſured Faith, which I preach, and 


« ſhould get Eaſe and Comfort thereby, and his Miniſter ſhould not 
«© endeavour to perſuade him he was deluded, the Blood of that Soul 


% would be required at the Miniſter's Hands.---- I confeſs Mr. Wil- 
liams, this is not only a bold Stroke, but a home Stroak at me. For, as 
J preach this Faith only to others; (and intend to do it, GOD being 
my Helper, to my laſt Breath) ſo this is the Faith which I have my 
ſelf, The amazing Love of GOD in CHRIST to Sinners in general 
hath been applied to me in particular. And yet I am liable to the 
Damnation of Hell, according to your Divinity. How can this Thing 
bez The LORD JESUS, who #nows all Things, knows that T love him, 
and that I love him, becauſe he loved me firſt : He knows that the Love 
and Kindneſs of GOD my Saviour appearing to me, cauſeth me to love 
every Thing that he loveth, &to hate every Thing that he hatetb, without 
any one known Exception or Reſerve. And yet, Sir, according to your 
Talk, I am in a loſt and undone Condition. What a dreadful Caſe then 
am I now in? For I can no more deſire ansther Faitb, than I can deſire 
another Saviour. Bleſſed be GOD, I am not at all afraid of the Dam- 


nation of Heil. CHRIST hath prayed the Father, that where he is, 


I may be alſo; He hath ſaid, he will never leave me, nor forſake me: 


If then 1 ſhould go to Hell, he would be with me, and that would 
turn Hell into Heaven, Away, Mr. Williams, away with this gene - 
ral, dark, blind, bitter Faith, which makes you conclude, we are all 


going⸗to Hell, who are perſwaded by Faith, that JESUS CHRIST 
who is the Saviour of Sinners in general, is our Saviour in par- 
ticulay ! *© © | 2 


+ Any one who reads the Dec/aration, will not be at a Loſs to know 
what Paſlages I refer to. | 
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' Containing a Defence of the Anſwer to Mr. Giles Firmin 2» 
Eight Arguments againſt the REY T1 n in n lit Real 
Chriftian. Page 186. Sc. | 


ARGUMENT. I. 


HAT is not the Efſence of ſaving Faith, which Gated. Mi- 
— niſters cannot preſs all Men to, but they muſt preſs moſt to 
bY believe a Lie. But to preſs all Men to a particular Perſuaſion 
* or Aſſurance, that CHRIST is theirs, F orgireneſs . is to preſs 
„ moſt Men to believe a Lie. Ergo, ce. 9470 TN 

This Argument, I think, I have fairly and fully anfwereT But 
Mr. Williams hath labour'd exceedingly and triumphantly in the De⸗ 
fence of it. In Order to know whether his labour'd and triumphant 
Defence is of any Weight, there is Need 'only of deciding this one 
Thing, viz. Whether thoſe who hold that particular and offered Faith 
5 Hs lliams and Mr. Firmin diſpute againft, do hold that Sinners 
Sold be preſſed to believe that CHRIST and Forgiveneſs, are theirs 
in Peſſeſion, or in Right, and by Grant only. — 

Iß we hold the former (as Mr. Williams is eohädentlwe do) tis a 
one Caſe with us : If not, all he hath faid i is da ſo r el on 
eather. 

But do we hold this ? No GOD forbid we ſhould [ Tis: impoſ. 
ſible a Man ſhould believe that that which was not his, is now his, and 
in his Pefſ;ion, without believing that he hath received it. ---- So, 
no Man can believe that CHRIST” and Forgiveneſs are his, and 
in his Poſſeſſion, without believing that he hþ4th received CHRIST and 
Forgiveneſs. But do we hold believing to be a Man's believing that 
he hath received CHRIST and Forgiveneſs * No : no more than Mr, 
Williams and the Generaliſts do. What we aflert is, that Sinners 
ſhould be preſſed to believe CHRIST and F er, are theirs, in 
Right and by Grant: And that the ſame Holy Spirit, which o 25 
up to 5 their Rigbt, always cauſes them to N Py leſſon, 
Matter may be illuſtrated by the following Similitude- R — 
Man holds out a Piece of Gold to a Beggar, ſaying, Take this Mo- 
ney, it is yours, The Beggar believes him, ſees the Money to be his, 
and immediately takes Poſſeſſion : He doth not tate Poſ/efion, to make 
it his own, but ſees it to be his own already by free Gift, and there- 

ore takes. Poſſeſſion. This Similitude anſwers exactly to the Sinners 

beide ing-CHRIST and Forgiveneſs to be his, and his receiving them 
as 2 Nor, is there any Danger of Sinners being preſſed to believe 
S 
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a Lie, if they are preſſed to believe CHRIST and Forgiveneſs are 
theirs : Becauſe CHRIST and all his Benefits, are given or granted 
to all to whom the Goſpel comes (the Grant muſt not be limited by 
the Decree) for nothing at all: Preſſing them therefore to believe this, 
is only preſſing them to believe the Truth. 

Mr, Williams muſt forgive me, if for Brevity's Sake, I omit ſpeak- 
ing to ſome Things which don't appear material: And I do hereby 
aſſure him and all my Readers, that nothing in his Book hath been, or 
ſhall be omitted, becauſe of any Force and Strength that appears to be 

in it, | 5 | | 


| | ARGUMENT H- | 
© That which makes the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, to lie or ſubſiſt 

„ only in an Actof the Underſtanding, that is, not the Eſſence of 
„ ſaving Faith, | | | | | 
But to make the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, to lie in a particular 
© Perſwaſion or Aſſurance, that CHRIST is mine, Forgiveneſs mine, 
<* is to make the Eſſence of ſaving Faith to lie or ſubſiſt only in an 
© Ad of the Underſtanding. | 
Ergo, The particular Perſwaſion or Aſſurance CHRIST is mine, 
'6&'&c. is not the Eſſence of ſaving Faith. . 


. The Sum of my Anſwer, was, That the Generaliſts make a 
© general Perſwaſion of the Mercy of GOD thro' CHRIST, to be 
«© the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, as much as we do a particular Per- 
„ ſwaſion: And that Mr, Firmin's Argument confutes his own Faith, 
as much as it doth ours. -I urged moreover, that if they ſaid in their 
* Defence, that it was eſſential to Faith to purify the Heart, and 
«© reform the Life, we had the ſame to ſay in our Defence: So that 
«© the ſame Sort of Reaſoning which would clear them from the 
„ Force of their own Argument would clear us too. And that, 
«© upon the whole, Mr. Firmin's Argument confutes only that Faith 
„ which Mr. Perkins and others likeminded abhor, viz, A meer 
.*© unſanRifying Perſwaſion that CHRIST and Forgiveneſs are ours. 
I did not mean that purifying the Heart, and reforming the Life, 
were, ſtrictly ſpeaking, Faith; but the inſeparable Effects of. Faith: 
Or, that it was eſſential to our Faith to produce theſe bleſſed Effects. 
I freely own, I hold nothing to be Faith, ſtrictly ſpeaking, but be- 
lieving the divine Teſtimony ; that GOD hath given CHRIST, and 
all his Benefits, to poor periſhing Sinners, with particular Application 
to our ſelves, the chief of Sinners, \ 0 
Ass for - thoſe Things which Mr. Firmin, and Mr. William: put 
into their Definition, ſuch as chung Holineſs, chuſing CHRIST to 
uw us, and reſting ſatisfied with CHRIST as a compleat Saviour. 
- 'Dheſe bleſſed Fhings are always with Faith, but they are not Faith. 
When I find them talking at this Rate; it puts me in Mind of 
What Calvin ſaith of the Fapiſts, that they diſtinguiſhed Faith, — 


» 
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that which is unformed Faith, and that which is formed. They 
thought that the Faith of Proteſtants, viz, Believing CHRIST and 
| Forgiveneſs to be theirs, was not true Faith, but Faith without a Form, 
and therefore they tack'd to it godly Affection, ſomething that was 
really divine, to be the Form of it, and to make it true Faith. 
So Mr. Firmin, Mr. J/illiams, and the Generalifts, hold our Faith 
to be Faith unformed : They don't think it to be Faith to believe 
any Thing about GOD and CHRIST, unleſs there be ſome hely 
and divine Thing, join'd with it to be the Form of it.- The Nar- 
row of the Controverſy is; whether Faith ſhould ſtand for any 
Thing beſides believing, or not: If Faith which is nothing but be- 
lieving, might ſtand for nothing but believing - Mr, Williams can't 
help ſeeing that his general Faith would be killed Stone dead in a Mo- 
ment.---I may add, that the Faith of Papiſis would die along with 
it: For, as that which is the Life of the one, is the Life of the o- 

ther; ſo that which is the Death of the one would be the Death of 


the other too. 


ARGUMENT. HI... | 2 
FTbat which is not creſs to the corrupt Heart of Man; nor 
* doth directly empty a Man of himſelf, that cannot be the Eſſenge 
& of ſaving Faith. — | 
But the particular Perſwaſton that CHRIST is mine, the Aſſu- 
„ rance my Sins are forgiven, is not croſs to the corrupt Heart of 
% Man, nor doth directly empty a Man of himſelf. 
Ergo, &c. 5 | Ls . 
In Oppoſition to this Divinity, I proved, as I think, that the only 
Reaſon why all that have heard the 7oyfu! Sound, don't believe aſſur- 
edly that CHRIST and Forgiveneſs are theirs, is that this is contrary 
to their corrupt Hearts, and they are not emptied of themſelves, I ſhew- 
ed that far the greater Part, being carnal, and fold under Sin, don't 
<< ſee their Need of CHRIST and his Benefits; and that thoſe who 
„ are convinced of their Sin and Miſery, do ſtumble at this ſtum- 
ce bling Stone, that Salvation ſhould be quite free, that CHRIST and 
© all his Benefits ſhould be zherrs without any Money, and without 
* any Price---But that as ſoon as GOD's Spirit beats them off from 
& Self, ſo that they ſee their own Righteouſneſs to be but as filthy 
< Rags; then the Scales fall from their Eyes, and they ſee the Truth 
<< of the Declarations of free Grace in the Goſpel ; and that ſeeing 
« the chief of Sinners are welcome, they can't help ſeeing that they 


* 


I Fides informis, et formata. Luther alſo jyedking of this Diſtinction, ſaith, 

„Fy upon the Sophiſters with their curſed Gloſs, and their blind Diſ- 

“ tinction of Faith formed, and unformed. For theſe new forged Terms 

© are very Monſters deviſed by the Devil, to no other End, but to de- 

« face and deſtroy the true Chriftian Doctrine and Faith, to blaſpheme 

6 and _ m_ — — eo 1 — orks. 

Indeed Works muſt fallow Faith, but Faith t not be Works, or 
« Works, Faith, &. Comment. Gal. 134. 5 

| are 
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ce are welcome; that believing that GOD juſtifies the Ungodly, they 
can't help believing that GOD for CHRIS T's Sake will juſtify 
© them though Ungodly, &c. 

Mr. Williams urges that there is a further Work of the Spirit of 
«© GOD neceſſary, even when a Man believes that GOD juſtifieth 
„the Ungodly, and that the chief of Sinners are welcome.---- I am 
not for excluding the Spirit of GOD; but then, I would fay that 
the Spirit of GOD operates according to right Reaſon, When a poor 
Beggar, ready to ftarve, fees Meat before him, and is fully convinced. 

that it was put there, not to be ſold, but for the Benefit of all poor 
Beggars; Reaſon tells him that the Meat is his, and he falls too ac- 
cordingly.- So, when the Spirit of GOD convinces a Man, that 
CHRIST and Forgiveneſs are not to be bought, but to be had for 
nothing; he is then convinced by the Spirit that CHRIST and For- 
giveneſs ate his tho' he hath nothing. 

I know Mr. Williams would have it that the Spirit of GOD con- 
vinceth that GOD juſtifieth the Ungodly, and that the Chief of 
Sinners are welcome; but that there muſt be a further Work of the 
Spirit in enlightning the Mind, and bowing the Will, and that the 
Perſon: muſt» ſee there hath been ſuch a Work in his own Soul, in 
Order to believe that be is now welcome to the Favour of GOD, 
and that GOD for CHRIS T's Sake doth now actually juſtify bim. 
But according to this Divinity, the Spirit doth not opetate according 
to right Reaſon ; this turns the Goſpel into Law, and makes 
Stade to be no more Grace. If any Thing more was required 
of the Beggar, than bare believing that the Meat was given, 
ton poor periſhing Beggars (and conſequently to him ) in Order 
to his applying it to his own Uſe, the Meat ſet before him was not 
then quite free for him to take :--- So if any Thing more is required 
than believing GOD juſtifeth the Ungodly, and that the chief of Sin- 
ners are welcome, in order to a poor Sinner's applying Pardon and 
Juſtification to himſelf- Grace is not quite free--- Whatever elſe is 
jeined is a Work: And that, as was ſaid, make; Grace to be no more 


Grace. ; 
2943 5 1 ARGUMENT IV. 

ce That is not the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, which is not found i in 
4 all Believers --- But the particular Perſwaſion, or Aſſurance that 
wy nn is mige, is not found in all Believers,” . 

Ergo, &c. 

„In Anſwer to this, t was obſerved: that Mr. Firmin proves no- 
« e thing;: becaufe he don't prove this minor Propoſition; which is 
& indeed incapable of Proof, unleſs Men had, which they have not) 
Jan infallible Knowledge of the Hearts of others. It was obſerved 


<_ alfa, that it,was'no, Advantage. touhis Cauſe, to mention the Caſe 
ce of Infants, ſince it might as eaſily be conceived that th 2 ſhould 


haye à particular as a general Faith. I. conceded that Men might 


* "RE true Believers, though tl did ach Prongly and uninterrupted!y 
GAL «believe 
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3+ 
*© believe CHRIST: to be theirs,/and Forgiveneſs theirs: But 1 did 
e not ſuppoſe there were any true Believers, without ſome Degree 
** of this Aſſurance : that he only ſuppoſed the contrary : So that 
„e there was no Strength at all in his fourth Argument. Mr. Wil- 
© //arrs faith that neither Mr. Firmin, nor thoſe. likeminded, ever 
ſuppoſed Believets to be quite deſtitute of Aſſurance : But then he 
*© ſatth the Queſtion is how they come by this Aﬀurance, be it more, 
© or leſs? And grant, here lies the Difference in anſwering this 
Queſtion. Mr. Williams, Mr. Firmin, and all the Generalifts, ſay 
with the Papiſis, that whatever Confidence or Aſſurance Men have, 
it comes not by believing, but by arguing from the Fruits of Faith, 
and of the Spirit, which they can ſee in themſelves : Ve ſay with 
Dr. HYillet, Dr. Abbot, Mr. Cartwright, Luther, Calvin, and all, the 
Old Proteſtants, that beſides this Evidence from the Fruits of the Spirit 
and Faith, Faith itſelf is, in Proportion to the Strength of i it, an _— 
rance of our Intereſt in CHRIST and his Benefits, 
But, I haſten to the next Argument. 
ARGUMENT V. | 

That cannot be the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, which muſt have 
„ another Act of ſaving Faith to antecede it, before ie can exiſt. 

But this particular Perſwaſion, or Aſſutance, CHRIST 15 mine, 
«© muſt have another Act of ſaving Faith to antecede it, before it 
can exiſt. ö 

Ergo, It is not the Eſſence of faving Faith. 

I diſmiſſed this Argument by only ſaying Mr. Firmin confuted the 
Faith of thoſe he was diſputing againſt, only by taking it for granted, 
that there was no ſuch Thing: An eaſy Wey of confuting any- thing 


3 whatſoever ! 


Mr. Williams don't like my taking no more Notice of this Gow 
Argument.---- He tells me Mr. Firmin ſpent above thirty Pages in 
proving his minor Propoſition ; land goes to prove it himſelf, by 
inſiſting upon it that a particular Faith is a Delufion, and that no Man 
can believe CHRIST to be his Saviour directly and immediately with- 
out ſeeing ſome Act antecedent to this, becauſe this Propoſition is no 
where to be found in the Bible. What, Mr. Williams, is the Pope 


come again? 


En Viteres' Papas tibi de pulmone Revell / 4 


So the Popiſh Prieſts, as I told you for ever woiried the Proteſtants 
with this invincible Argument, --- Where is it written, ſaid they, be- 
lieve your own particular Salvation? Where doth the Goſpel ſay, Cor- 
Were, — thou, Peter believe thou, that thou ſhalt be ſaved. — 
the Defence of my enen eee, will ſee this Old 

Objection e an e oo 

or is there any Neceſſity 

« Catechiſin, if Aſſarance be 


48 you waſte, of * unlearning your 
contained in. the formal Nature 75 711 
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&« ti ying Faith: For that not only teaches Aſſurance to be conſe- 
quent upon Faith, but alſo that there is Aſſurance, or particular Per- 
ſwaſion of Mercy in Faith. For my Part, I always thought, before 
tnew-any Thing of the Matter, meerly from reading the Catechiſim 
that juſtifying Faith was the Faith of ſpecial Mercy. The Definition 
of Faith there, as /hath been obſerved, plainly implies this So doth 
the Definition of Repentance. All hold that Repentance ſprings from 
Faith : Well, the Catechiſm ſaith Repentance ſprings from a due 
Sight of Sin, and APPREHENSION of the Mercy of GOD. 
This Apprehen/ion of the Mercy of GOD, is a particular Application 
of the Mercy of GOD in general, to a Man's Self in particular. + 
— The Catechiſm alſo ſaitb, That the Spirit applieth to US the Re- 
„ demption purchaſed by CHRIST, by working Faith in us, i. e. 
Faith is the Application of the Redemption purchaſed by CHRIST, 
to US, So that Mr. Williams, there is no Need of your wnlearning 
your Catechiſm, in Order to your believing that I plead for to be true 
Faith: Only hold faſt the Form of ſound Words which you have 
been taught there; and then you and I ſhall be own Brothers in the 
Doctrine of juſtifying Faith. Nay, if you ever come to love your 
Catechiſm dearly, you may think your ſelf obliged to write a Book, 
againſt Mr. Williams, Mr. Firmin, and all the Generali/is, who have 
taken ſo. much Pains to explain away the true Meaning of it. 
1% RAUM ENT. VE 
„That cannot be the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, which is not al- 
* ways conſtant and abiding as long as a Man is a Believer. 
But the particular Perſwaſion and Aſſurance that CHRIST is 
© mine, is not always conſtant and abiding, ſo long as a Man is a 
5 Believer. | = 
Bhs Ergo, &c. bye | 
This is a moſt miſerable Argument! I anſwered, that Mr. Fir- 
ec in muſt be underſtood either as aſſetting, that that which is the 
« Ffſence of ſaving Faith, is always conſtant and abiding, as to the 
« ACT, or elſe as to the HABIT of it: That if he meant that it 
cc was always con/tant and abiding, as to the ACT, he deftroy'd his 
* own Faith, and all Faith at a Blow; and that if he meant only 
ce to ſay that that which is the Eſſence of ſaving Faith is always con- 
<c {ant and abiding as long as a Man is a Believer, as to the Habit; 
It might as well be ſuppoſed that our Faith was always conſtant and 
abiding, in this Senſe as his. Mr, Williams faith nothing here, worth 
minding, but only. this; that I am the firſt Divine that ever thought 
of: the Habit of Aſſurance : But he is miſtaken : Mr, Erſtine ſpeaks 
of the ſame; Cling: Seb He, £72 T 10 OE I 
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© +-Melerdhtn cells She Faith of ſpecial Mercy, APPREHENSA RE. 
MISSI0 : No Doubt but the Aſſembly of Divines uſed the Word 
APPREHENSION in the ſame Senſe that he and other Protęſtants, did 


the Words Apprebendo, Apprehenfa, &c, © 
Words App pprehenfa, &c. | The 


| 
| ; 
| 


Faith's Reflection upon it ſelf, and*the 
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The ſeeing. Faculty abides, - 
Though Sleep from active 3 
80 Faith's! aſſuring Powers en due 
Een when it ceaſeth to aſſure. 2 nal pagers 
There's fill Perſwaſion in my Faitb, | 8411 
Ebv'n when I'm fill'd with Fears of Wrath ; 
The trufting Habit ſtill remains 
Though Slumbers hold the Act in Chains. 


The aſſuring Faculty it keeps, 

Ev'n when its Eye in Darkneſs pac 
WMWrapt up in Doubts; but when it wakes, 

It rouzes up aſſuring Acts. 


7 
% 1 — 1 
9 5 : 
- 


"3 act! 


GosPEL Sonnz Ts. 


ARGUMENT. VII. | 

That cannot be the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, which is not 

& pure, Faith, but, at beft, a mix'd Act of. Faith and Senſe: 
© But the particular Perſwaſion and Aſſurance that CHRIST. is 

© mine, is not pure Faith, but a mixed Act of Faith and Senſe. 
Ergo, &c. | 
Mr. Williams ſeems very much 1 that though. Mr. Fir- 
min ſpent ſeven or eight Pages with great learning and Judgment 
in clearing up, and confirming this Argument; I ſhould put, by all 
the Force of it, by only diſtinguiſhing. Aſſurance into that which is 
Hiducial, and that which is Evidencial. But there is no Help ſor it; 
Hducial Aſſurance being all that we hold to be in ſaving Faith; *tis 
plain that a Thouſand ſuch Arguments as this are not worth! one 
Straw.---- And, by the way, I believe it is owing to Divines not 


. diſtinguiſhing between frducial and evidential Aſſurance, that "ome, of 


them bave deny'd any Aſurance in Faith: That Aſurunce which 
they wrote againſt ſeems to be Evidential ; which we don't Hold to 
be in Faith any more than they. Mr. FP itliams not being well 
pleaſed with this Diſtinction, which doth ſuch Execution upon Mr, 
Firmin's Argument, would difparage it by calling it my Diſtinction; 
as if I.was the firſt Author of it. Who as the Author of it, 
cannot tell; but will venture to ſay of it as Was ſaid of that Avg 
Saying, Noſce Teipſum, --- by the Poet Fear, E clo difeentir, — 
J firſt ſaw it in theſe Words of Mr, Erſkine, which are worth 
tranſcribing -- Saith be, Faith's applying Quality with * 
me, founded upon, he Word is fiducial Aſſurance, whi 


© the very Nature of Faith, n the. Word; Joy 
k of GOD within one 


is evidential ¶ ſurunce. Serm. Gal. 2. 20. Pag. 68. All that-Me. 
William 5*hath to fay further is nothing but the old Talk of the Papiſts 
againſt the Proteflants near two hundred Years ago; viz, That Men 
wok get Aſſurance only by taking a View of their own Hearts, and 
| © examining 
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examining what GOD hach done for; them; and that Aſſurance can 
come no other, way, uoleſs,it; be By ſpecial Revelation. , But this is 
conttary. to the Scriptures;) Rom. 8 516, Cc. co e to the La 2 
tic Datcttiũe 21 for Calvin. faith, < Faith, is nowledge of Gb: | 
<< Kindneſs towards us and that) Fs Br is in Scripture al, 975 
aſſigned unto Faith: And all. ſo. contrary to the Synod. held / in 
Beton in 1680. For, as was obſerved, the Miniſters and Meſſengets 
ſay, That Men have Aſſurance by the immediate Witneſs of the Spirit, 
and yet without extraordinary Revelation 22 So, that Mr. Williems is 
not only againſt the Scripture, but againſt Calvin god, the Protenlants, 
and our Fore-fathers alſo, who beld ſaid: Pynod ip 4 oy Who then 
is the Innovater Who is it that brings in a, new Religion? Let every 
one who hath Eyes to ſee, ſee for himſelf, and not ſee with the 
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be T bat . the Eſſence of ſaving F aith which leaves a true 
7 Believer, ſinkihg unde the Senſe of Sin and Miſery without Sup- 
« port. But the particular: Perſuaſion and Aſſurance, CHRIST. is 
80 mine (/affirmed to be ſaving Faith, . leaves: à true Believer ſinking 
6 under a Senſe of Sin and Miſery, without Support.--:, Ergo. &. 
FN .*-:To;thisit-was:anſwered ;, we pwn the Charge Mr. Firmin brings 
Wi againſt a particular and aſſured Faith, and glory in it too: nay we 
„ Geudener ciel it Werth havjog, if it did not leave all Sorcs of 
ce, Perſons ſinking under a, Senſe of their Sin and Miſery without Sup- 
Wh -port4+i/ e. without any Support of their own Righteouſneſs to lean 
te upon. This-mov'd him a little: but what ſeems to have fill'd 

| him With great Indignstion againſt me, was my ſaying, That Mr. 
25 \Firmia.could not herein have been more againſt Calvin, it he had 
ve, had Calvin in his Eye, and intended a Confutation of him; and 
cc that the Generality. of Caluiniſis as well as all the Arminians are 
< of one Heart and Soul. with him in, this Oppoſition to Calvin. 
But let him haye a little Patience, and he will ſee, that this warm 
Zeal of his Was not according to. Knowledge --- Mr. Firmin's Divinity 
is, that thoſe whom he calls Believers, when under Senſe of Sin and 
Miſery, ſhould not be, put upon, getting a particular and aſſured Faith 
that CHRIST» and; F ;orgiyenels are tbeirs ; but ſhould be ſupporied with 
the Marks and Fruits of Faith, tho” they have not any ſuch Aſſarance. 
Now let us hear what Calvin ah.; he ſaith, that the Conſciences 
„ of the Faithful, when the Affiance of their Juſtification before 
GO is to, be ſought, ſhould. raiſe themſelves above the Law, and 
60 forget the whole R. (ef Sg of. the. Law, and lay afide all think- 


« ing bon, Works, *; He faith — "a e Mind ſhould 
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«© reſt in the free Prömiſe of Righteouſneſs,” + i. v. when u true 
Believer bath a Senfe of his Sin and Mifery; he ſhould reſt his Soul 
upon the free Promiſe of Righteouſneſs in CHRIS H I Esus. “ And yet 
he owns, that we are not forbid to wndeyprop this Faick, wich 
the Signs of the Good- will of GOD towards us.“ Bat the ſaith, 
Men cannot do this (i. e. learn the Good- will of GOD towards 
t them by Signs ) unleſs they have firſt conceived: the Goodneſs of 
* GOD ſealed with no other. Auredneſs than of the Promiſe If 
ſuch Men ſhould try to get Aﬀurance and Comfort in the Way of 
Mr. Firmin, and Mr. Williams Calvin declares this to be impoſſihſe. 
» For, faith he, if we conſider Works (i. e. every Thing tbelites 
Faith) by themſelves, they ſhall no leſs by their Imperfection fhew 
66 Proof of the Wrath of GOD, than they do, with howſoever In- 
* perfect Pureneſs teſtify his Good- will; ibid. He ſaith afterwards 
( as was noted ) that in this Way, the Conſcience feeleth more Fear 
and diſmaying than Aſuredneſi. So that it is as clear as the Sun, that 
Mr. Firmin and Mr. Williams are no nearer to Calvin in this great 
Doctrine than the Eaſt is to the Weſt. The Genkrality alſo of the 
Calvinifts agreeing with Mr. Hirmin; and Mr. Milhiams, w ht ſaith; 
are with them equal in their Oppoſition to Calvin. Mr. W/ilkams will 
not put me upon proving that the Arminians, are in this Matter, 28 
oppoſite to Calvin as himſelf and Brother Calvin rale. For, uli Meri 
of Reading know, that the whole Hoſt of Arminians, fromithat higheſt 
Officer the Pope, to the meaneft Soldier, joyn theit Frets ugainſt this 
Divinity of Calvin, and hold that Men ſhould net get -Affiatice/of theit 
e before GOD, by a direct Act of Faith in the Promiſe, 

ut only by viewing the Marks and Sigus of Grace, whiehithey can 
find in themſelves.--Thus you ſee Mr. Williams, the Matter is cleared 
up. The Generality of Calviniſſe, as well as aH the Armmiani, are of 
one Heart and Soul with Mr. Firmin in this Oppolition to Calvin ] Poor 
Calvin How many are againſt him, even of r his 
Name I have Sir, oftentimes tho't, how miſerably Calvin would fare, 
were he to reviſit the Earth, and dwell among the Catlvini/tsat this Day. 
He would be hunted like a Partridge upon the Mountains; He would 
have no Reſt to the Soal of his Foot: You your ſelf,” Sit, te be |/ol/- 
conſiflent, muſt diſtinguiſh your ſelf in your-Oppoſitfon to Calvin I 
don't ſee how you could with any Conſcience, | forbear' writing a Book 
againſt him, For, as hath been proved, you have ownelthe iwas an 
Antinomian; You ſay, in Effect, that all Faithful 'Minifters:[hould 
oppoſe his Preaching as rank Antinomianiſm. p. 20. Phat none were 
ever converted fince the World ftood, but only deluded by the Faith 
which he preached, pag. 14. That whatfoever Perſons got Eafe and 
Comfort by the Faith he preached; the Blood of their Souk will be 
required at Culvin's Hands, pag; GH. That if Galvin himſelf, had 
no better Faith than that he .preached, he is now under the Curſe of 
the Law of GOD, p. 16. In all Probability therefore Calvin him- 
Telf is gone to Hell, according to Mr. J/illiams the Caluinift / 


+ 378. 


in Reply to Mr, WIkTIAus. 39 
Sa that you ſee, though Calvin, dead Calvin is in ſo much, Eſteem ; 
You your ſelf, and your Brother Galyini/ts, muſt be obliged to write 
and warn againſt him, were he now as e much as you do againſt 
me : Nay, more, becauſe of his ſuperior Abilities and Influence, For 
ladecd and in ruth, the ſole Foundation of Difference between the 
Fe Calviniſtica! Miniſters, and me, is my being a fri? Cal- 
Nini; My being really, what they ate profe/ſedly ; My keeping theig 
Principles for them, which they bave run away from almoſt as far as 
the Churchmen have run from their 39 Articles : And were to 
be but a prece of a Calvinifl, or were they to be whole Caluiniſis, the 
Controverſy would be at an End in. a Moment, The Diſpute there- 
fore is not properly, between 1he/e Calviniſis and me, but between them 
and Calvin : Were Calvin alive, he would ſpeak for himſelf : But 
he being dead, I have ſpoken a few Words for him, and ſo brought my 
ſelf into all this Trouble, „„ | 
But to return --- In order to ſhew that all the Support any have, 
when under a Senſe of their Sin and Miſery, without ſeeing, by Faith, 
their Intereſt in the Blood of CHRIST, can be no other than a Support 
of their own, Righteouſneſs; The following Argument was offered - 
Every Man, while he believes there is a GOD, believes there is ſome 
Ec Way into his Favour, either by J/orks : or without Moers: That when 
© he is heartily convinced the Way into GOD's Favour, is not y Werts, 
© he is heartily convinced that it is without Yorks : And that then he 
«© can't help ſeeing that he is welcome though he is without Horks,--- 


But to this Mr, Williams replies, there“ muſt be ſome further Work 
ok the SPIRIT before he will ſee this: And that though he did ſee 


© this, he would not be immediately ſure, that CHRIST was his, 1 
would not exclude the SpIRIT, but only inſiſt that the SPIRIT 
operates according to right Reaſon. If therefore, (as hath been urged) 
tis but reaſonable that when a poor ſtarving Beggar is fully convinced 
that the Meat before him, was given for the Uſe of all poor Beggars, 
he ſhould fee that the Meat belongs to him: Then certainly, when the 
SpIRIT of GOD convinces a poor Sinner that the Way into GOD's 
Favour, is not by Words, but that Men are welcome though they have 
no Works; he always ſees that he is welcome, though he hath 20 
/Yarks to recommend him, I can't think of any Thing that can be 
_ offer'd againſt this with the leaſt Colour of Reaſon. But Mr. Wil- 
liams pleaſes himſelf that he hath proved (he could as eaſily prove that 
(wo and tus make an Hundred) that no SINNER Is WELCOME 
% To THE FAyouR Or GOD jusr As HE Is WITHOUT ANY 
„ ALTERATION, This would paſs for good Divinity in all the Pope's 
Dominions, p. 9x. but GOD forbid it ſhould be ſwallowed down by 
Proteflants, What, is not one who knows himſelf to be an Hell- 
deſerving Sinner, welcome to the Fayour of GOD juft as he is, for 
CnRIsT s Sake? If Juſtification is by Works, I grant no Man is 
welcome for CanisT's Sake till he hath gotten 9 *Tis in vain, 
3s a godly Divine faith, to pretend that we. hold Men we e by 
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|| 2 40 4 ertset of Juſttyitig Filth, 
| 4 5 | Faith only, and yet tell thein, they muſt not "think they z ate welcome 
F : even for” enn isT's Sake, till they have Felten or li, 40 The 


F ; GOD of the Turks, Faith Lather” is Tuch 'a GOD, that Men are 
4 never welcome to his Favour unleſs, they can ſe Goaltneſs in | theme 
| ſelves. This indeed is not'to be wonder'd at, Tale they ** have no 
| High prieſt in whoſe Name, they might come "boldtj to the "Thrans N 
7. Grace, encouraging themſelves from the Miri,, of the Lamb, 805 
they ſee no Horthineſs in themſelves. And thou; h the Word of GOD 
reveals ſuch, a Saviour to Chriſtians, yet. Lut cr. faith, the Pa pl 
| will have ſuch a GOD as the Turks have He faith, that he 
| Capuchin Friar, teaches that Men's wearing a Gray Coat and a Hood, 
N an Halter round their Necks. and Clags on their Feet, will make them 
18 | welcome : And that the P; caching Friar faith, af Hood only will 
| | do: While others are more ſpiritual, and" teach! that Men muſt d 
5 this and that good Work, pray, faſt, and give Alms, &c,” but it w 
the Judgment of that good old Proteflant ( and the Apoſtiè Paul Was 
of the ſame Mind, Phil. 3. 8 9. ) that Men might as well Encourage 
themſelves from, wearing, Clogs, Hoods, and Halters, as from an LIN goed 
© . Things they can ſee in themſelves, to believe that GOD fer, ,.CnrizT's 5 
| Sake will receive them into his Favour, Luther as well as Fall were 
' for good Works: (8600 grant they may abound in the Land] 
\' . But the) both held that the beſt of good Works, and good Frames, 
1 were no better than Lei and Dung to recommend one to the Favour 
y of GOD; and that Wiehout taking Encouragement ſrom, theſeThings, 
| we ſhould believe we are welcome to the Favour of. GOD, for the Sa ph e 
of CHRIST "alone, _ This Divinity of Mr. Willlamt, make th 
of it, is popiſh Divinity : Nay the dreadful Fahrick of Pept 4s Guile 
upon. this F oundation ; £4 Popery would f6, longer clomber the Parr,” it 
| the Papiſts would but leave off beſievipg Mr. Williams's Divivity, | 
1 + viz. --» That no Sinner 18 WELCOME 113 PAVOUR 
| OF GOD (even for CaxrsT's Sake) JUST. AS HE 18, WITH- 
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1 Mc. Williams having come to the CONCLUSION of ile vt 
if | Matter, doth not ſeem to Hide at all, as he did in the Beginning, b 


if | owns, fairly that Mr. Firmin (and conſequentt\ himſelf bath 5 pls. 
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in Reply to Mr, Williams, 


e DELIVERED BY OUR EMINENT FATHERS IN THE 
* REFORMATION, | 
Let the Reader keep his Eyes fix'd upon this remarkable Paſſage, 

and join with me in making the following Remarks upon it, viz. 
I. That this is a moſt dreadful Stroke againſt Luther, Calvin, all 
the Reformers, and the Divines of the next Century who defended 
this Reformation Principle, enough to make the Hearts of the Papiſts, 
to leap for Foy, Were the Pope of Rome ever to read this, he would 
either feel very glad, or very ſtupid. | 

2. That my Crime according to Mr. Villiams, is holding the ſame 
Faith that Calvin and the Reformers did. I amclear'd, I am clear'd, 
and that before the Sun, of holding an Error, unleſs it be an Error 
to be a Proteſtant, and a Calviniſt, Magna eff veritas, et 

Pr evalibit. , 

3. That if I have not already clear'd my ſelf from Mr. Villiams's 
Charge of abuſing the Clergy, by ſaying that the Generality of the 
Clergy ate againſt Calvin, and the Proteſtants in the Doctrine of juſ- 
tif, ing Faith : he hath himſelf cleared me by this one Stroke. He 
all along, inſiſts upon it, that the Generality of the Clergy, are with 
him and Mr, Fir min: And now he owns Mr. Firmin hath diſputed 
againſt the DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFYING FAITH DELI- 
VERED BY OUR EMINENT FATHERS IN THE RE- 
FORMATION, i. e. Calvin, Luther, and others who maintained it 
againſt the Papiſts. Let me therefore deſire them to forbear Reſent- 
ments, ſince Mr. Williams mine Accuſer, hath owned, that I have 
done them no Wrong. | a 

4. That all thoſe who would be thoro' Proteſfants and Calviniſis ought 

to rejoice that I have been enabled to defend the Good Old Cauſe, againſt 
all Manner of Diſcouragements; and that they ought at leaſt to ſtop 
-boath their Ears, when any would blacken my Character on this Ac- 


count. However good Proteſtants Men may be, yet if their Mini- 


ſters or others, make them zealous againſt any Thing, without know- 
ing why or wherefore, they deal with them juſt as if they were Pa- 
piſis. I think a Man muſt have both his Eyes put out, who is made to 
ſee, that the Doctrine of juſtifying Faith, which I maintain, is a new 
and ſtrange Doctrine: For all Men of Reading know, that (as Mr, 
Milliams owns) IT IS THE DOCTRINE OF THE El- 
NENT FATHERS IN THE REFORMATION from Po- 
pery ; and that ONCE none but downright Papiſis deny'd it. 

But Mr. Williams urges that this“ Doctrine of Juſtifying Faith, 
*© maintained by our eminent Forefathers in the Reformation,“ hath 
been long ſince tried, and condemned by many excellent Divines.--- 
All the excellent Divines under the Pope, have been trying it; and 
condemning it for theſe. two Hundred Years, and more-- But he 
means Proteftant Divines. I know of none before Archbiſhop Laud, 
who was more than three Quarters of a Papiſt, As for the godly 


Divines of the JYAminſter Aſſembly a I fay, (with a learned Author) 
1 | that 
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42 AI DrrExck of Juſtifying Faith, 
that they are not againſt a particular and aſſured Faith : For, if it 
grows up in ſome to FULL ASSURANCE ; then there is a little 
Aſſurance where there is but little Faith: Otherwiſe, it could not grow 
up to full Aſſurance in any. | 

As for Mr. Guthrie, Mr. Stoddard, and fome other excellent Di- 
vines : They ſeem to me to be rather apainſt evidential Aſſurance in 
Faith, than fiducral ; I can't think they would have oppoſed a parti- 
cular Faith, rightly explained : In a great Part of their Writings, 
they ſeem to be driving at the ſame Thing, F : 

The Paſſage Mr, Williams quotes from Mr. Ebenezer Erſkine, as 
againſt/A particular Faith, ſhould be explained by a Variety of Paſ- 
ſages which went before, all of which are very full and expreſs for it. 

I would not reflect ſo much upon his Underſtanding, as to imagine 
that he werily thin Mr. Erſkine is againſt a particular Faith :--- But 
His great Kindneſs for a dark Faith, makes him hunt after dark Paſſages 
to ./ave the Life of it, even in Authors, whoſe main End it was to 
defiroy it.“ | | | 

Mr. Williams finiſhes, with an Exhortation “ to all Perſons into 
„ whoſe Hands his Book may come, not to reſt contented without 
% Aſſurance of the Love of GOD in ChRISTH, and of an Intereſt in 
e the Covenant of Grace,” But then he puts them upon ſeeking the 
Living among the Dead : There is an abſolute Impoſſibility that ever 
a Man ſhould get Aſſurance in his Way, Twill go a ſmall Journey, 
to ſee and converſe with any Perſon who will declare that he hath 
attained to ful! Aſſurance in the Way of Mr. Williams's Divinity. 
If a Man muſt not believe the Love of GOD to him, but only ſpell it 
out, from his own good Frames, and good Duties; as theſe vary, his 

Duidences will vary alſo : If he hopes he is a Child of GOD to Day, 
be may have as much Reaſon to fear he is a Child of Wrath to Mor- 
row ; but can never attain to that perfed? Love which cafleth out Fear: 
Whereas he that hath learned the holy Art of living by the Faith of 
the Son of GOD, who loved him, and gave himſelf for him, may know 
certainly that his State is good, though his Frame and Conducs have 
been bad. For, though there are ſuch Defects in his inherent Righte- 

ouſneſs, he knows there is no Defect in his zuftifying Righteouſneſs : 

And therefore ſince he is accepted, only in the Beloved, he can't 


* ä —_— 


+ No Doubt there are many godly Perſons at this Day, and ſome Miniſters, 
who are terribly afraid of a particular Faith; who yet by a great Part 
of their Converſation, and Preaching, difcover that they are more afraid 
of the Name, than of the Thing. Such Perſons muſt forgive me, though 
T contend earneſtly for that Faith, which they /eem to be againſt. Amicys 
Plato, Amicus Socrates, /ed magis Amica Veritas Fiat Juſtitia, 
pereat mum dus. | 


So he hath dealt with the Writings of Mr. Perkins, and good old Calvin. 
This Part of his Conduct will not do for Men of Learning, who under- 
ſand the Craft ; though it may have great Weight with People who 


_ queſtion 


take Things 2pon' Truſt. 
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in Reply 4% Mr, WIIIIAIIã. 43 


queſtion the Favour of GOD towards him, though much hath been 


amiſs in his Heart, and in his Life too. Indeed Men can't have the 


Comfort of Aſſurance, while they are ſo miſerably preſt down by Na- 
ture, and the Fleſh : They can't rejoice without the Teſtimony of 
their Conſciences, that in Simplicity, and godly Sincerity, not with fleſh - 
ly Wiſdam, but by the Grace of GOD, they have their Conver ſatian in 


the Warld : But this believing the Love of GOD towards them for 
CHRIST's Sake only rouzes up the divine Principle in them (which. 


they can alſo ſee ſomething of amidſt their Luſts and Corruptions) and 
make them zoyful Conquerors through him who loved them, and waſhed 
them from their Sins in his own Blood. 

In this Way, and this nh, Men may be made perfed? in Love: 
Whereas, if Men muſt put their own Righteouſneſs as well as 
CrrisT's Righteouſneſs to mediate between GOD and them. If 
they muſt not ſtand before GOD as Sinners, but as Saints, they muſt 
through remaining Corruptions, live very h4ardned, or elſe very uncom- 
fortable Lives. And I verily believe that a great Reaſon why many 
godly Perſons in the Land, go mourning without the Sun, and are 
groaning under a Spirit of Bondage, is their being continua::» taught, 
that it is Preſumption for them to believe the Love of GOD towards 
them, & that they muſt only ſpell it out by viewing the Holineſs of their 
Hearts and Lives. For poor People believing this Divinity, go to getting 
Holineſs in a moſt unevangelical Way; & when they have gotten as much 
as they think will do, they preſent this Holineſs together with CHRIST's 
Righteouſneſs before the Father ; humbly (or rather proudly hoping} 
that in Conſideration of CHrisT's perfect Righteouſneſs and their be- 
ing / holy, they may apply the Love of GOD to themſelves, I 
ſay, tis this dark Divinity, which makes GOD's own Children walk 
ſo much in Dar#neſs, and ſee no Light : Whereas, would Minifters 
preach like Calvin, that Men muſt deſpair in themſelves that they 
may put all their Confidence in CHrIsT : And that GOD is ne- 
ver ſo well pleaſed, as when we bring nothing to him of our 
©. own, but our Loathſomneſs; this, by GOD'sBlefling, would cauſe them 
to lift up the Hands which hang down,and to go on their Way toHeaven 
rejoicing. I would therefore, agreeably to this Caluiniſtical Divinity, 
exhort ſuch Perſons, when the Affiance of their Juſtification before 
GOD, is to be ſought, to forget all their good Frames, and good Du- 
ties, and to believe that they are accepted only in the Beloved : And 
this Faith will promote in them Holineſs of Heart and of Life too : 
The ftronger their Faith is, the more will they abound in all thoſe 
good Works, which are to the Praiſe and Glory of GOD : And the 
more they abound in ſuch good Works, the more Aſſurance, Joy and 
Comfort will they have.+ | 1 
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44 A DkrExcE of Juſlifying Faith | 

Let thoſe Perfons who are at a great Loſs about their ſpiritual State- 
alſo ſuffer the ſame Word of Exhertation, If they can't go to GOD 
as Saints, yet let them go to GOD as Sinners: Let them believe the 
amazing Love of GOD to Sinners in general, with a Me, Me Þ+ ; 
and having this Aſſurance of Faith, they will have the Aﬀurance cf 
Works alſo : The Spirit of GOD will witneſs with their Spirits that 
they are the Children of GOD, and if Children, Heirs, of GOD, and 
Joint Heirs with FESUS CHRIST, to an Inheritance uncorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in the Heavens for them, 
No Doubt there are ſome Miniſters, with whom I expect to live for 
ever in Heaven, who will teach you, not to think of the Favour of 
GOD towards you, till you can firſt ſee yourſelves to be holy Perſons, 
but I muft not for their Sakes, keep back any Part of the Counſel of 
GOD : I tell you therefore that though theſe Men, or an Angel from 
Heaven, ſhould teach you this Doctrine, don't you give Heed to their 
Ford,: For their Gofpel makes CHRISH but a Piece of a Saviour, 
and will infallibly keep you from ever getting that perfe Love which 
cefteth out Fear.--- Whether therefore, they think. you orthodox, or 
not, dare to believe (you can't be more bold than welcome) that 
faithful Saying, which is worthy of all Acceptation, that JEsUs CHRIS 
came into the World to fave Sinners, with particular Application to 
yourſelves, though the Chizf of Sinners, Let me charge you, as you 


would exalt the LoRD J EEUSs CHRisT, and get Good unto your pre- 


cious and immortal Souls, that you be not perſwaded any longer by 
any Men, whether good or bad, to get a Foundation of Holineſs, and 
inherent Righteouſneſs, to build your Hope of the Love and Mercy of 
GOD in CHRIST, upon. And as for thoſe, who have Reaſon to 
think they are yet Strangers to CHRIST, and in a State of Condemna- 


. tion 3 nay, thoſe who if they were immediately to be ſummoned 


into Eternity, inſtead of being ſure of Salvation, muſt have Aſſurance, 
full Aſſurance of everlaſting Damnation; I would in the laſt Place 
exhort them not to reſt contented, *till they know that the LoRD 
Jxsus loved them, and gave himſelf for them. For there is Hope in 


be thought that the Deſign of ſuch Exhortations is, that they who don't 
believe that GOD for CHRIS T's Sake can find in his Heart now to 
receive them into his Favour, ſhould by doing good Works, giving Alms, 
&. get a Foundation for their Faith in the Mercy of GOD through 
CHRIST to ſtand upon. | | | 

+ Luther faith, „that the Comfort of a Believer lies in theſe Pronouns Me. 
„and z7y,— If I ſhould leave theſe Pronouns out of my Religion, the 
World would be at Peace with me : But then I could have no Peace 
in my ſelf, Whereas when theſe bleſſed Pronouns are apply'd to my 
Heart by the Holy Ghoſt, I can have great Peace within, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Storms and Tempeſts that beat upon me from without : 
Nay, I can ſay that none of theſe 'Fhings move me, neither count J ny 
Life dear to my ſelf, if I can but fulfil my. Miniſtry, and teſtify TH 
Goſpel of the Grace of GOD. | 


Iſras! 
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in Reply to Mr, Williams, 45 


Ifrael for ſuch Sinners as they are. Their Sins are not ſo mighty to 
condemn, as CHRIST is mighty to ſave, though their Sins have reach- 
ed unto the very Heavens, the Mercy of GOD in CHRISTH is above 
the Heavens, Whoever of you ſee and feel your ſelves curſed and 
condemned by the Law, your Conſciences telling you it would be a 
righteous Thing with GOD, to inflict upon you, all the Curſes of 
his Law which you have broken; let me perſwade you (O that 
GOD would perſwade you I) to ſee CHRIST to be the End of the 
Law for Righteouſneſs : Behold the Lamb of GOD which taketh away 
the Sins of the World Since GOD % loved the World, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him, ſhould not pe- 
riſh, but have everla/ling Life ; ſince the LORD JESUS voluntarily 
ſhed his Heart's Blood, for Mary Magdalen, for the perſecuting Saul, 
for the Jews that murder'd him, for the chief ef Sinners: Believe 
this Love of the Father, and of the Son, which is aſtoniſhing to the 
Angels in Heaven, with particular Application to your ſelves: And 
this Faith, in Proportion to the Strength of it, will purify your Hearts, 
and purge your Conſciences from dead Worms: Which Soul-raviſhing 
and Heart-purifying Faith, even to the Riches of the full Aſſurance of 
Under/landing, GOD Almighty grant unto you and every one elſe, 
who reads my Book, for JESUS CHRIST his Sake, Amen. 


EXRRA TT 
Pulse 2 Line 22 dele et. Pag. 6 l. 47 for Parts read Part. P. 8. 
in the Note read: Motuum. P. 10 I. 10 for may, r. muſt, P. 
24 l. 13, for lightly, r highly. P. 25 Line 4 for alter, r. utter. P. 27 
read Sepia. N e 
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